《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Jeremiah》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. Life and Times of Jeremiah. Jeremiah (the name probably meaning 'appointed by God') belonged to a priestly family living at a small town named Anathoth (now Anâta, consisting of about a dozen houses and the remains of a church) some two miles to the NE. of Jerusalem The high priest Abiathar, of the line of Ithamar, had settled there in the days of David (1 Kings 2:26). The prophet's family had apparently been owners of land in that region ever since Abiathar's time, and their social status is further indicated by the fact that Jeremiah had for his scribe Baruch, whose brother was chief chamberlain to ZedeMah (Jeremiah 51:59 : see also on Jeremiah 45:1). We may add that Hilkiah, the father of Jeremiah, is not to be identified with the reforming high priest of Josiah's day (2 Kings 22:8), as the latter belonged to the line not of Ithamar but of Eleazar At an early period in Jeremiah's life (though the expression 'child' in Jeremiah 1:6 may partly at least refer to his sense of unfitness for such a task) he was moved to realise—probably in gradually increasing measure—the working of the divine spirit within him. In the thirteenth year of Josiah, 626 b.c., he received his call to be a prophet, and his prophetic life was continued under that king's four successors, viz. Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. Eventually the danger which had long threatened the southern kingdom culminated in the overthrow of the Jewish monarchy by the Babylonian power, which had lately risen on the ruins of that of Assyria. Zedekiah and a large number of his subjects were carried captive to Babylon. The prophet, with unselfish patriotism, rejecting the conqueror's offer of honourable treatment in exile, remained in Judæa, carrying on his prophetic office during the turbulent times which ensued, until a body of his countrymen forced him to accompany them to Egypt (Jeremiah 43:4.). There, according to a Christian tradition, he met a martyr's death at Tahpanhes, being stoned by the Jews who resented his faithful reproofs.

Thus Jeremiah has fitly been called 'the prophet of the decline and fall of the Jewish monarchy,' and the manner of his end seems to have been in close accord with the character of his life-work and sufferings. For, like Cassandra, it was his fate through life to gain but little credence for his warnings.

Jeremiah is one who reveals with frankness the workings of his mind. Hence his prophecies are charged with a large element of human interest. His countrymen as a whole—alike those who had, and those who had not, sympathised with Josiah's reforms (2 Chronicles 34)—refused to see that nothing short of a thorough amendment of life and morals would satisfy God's law and avert national disaster. The prophet's office then was to utter and reiterate a needed warning, emphasising it by fervour of language and variety of illustration, though sensible all the time that his appeals were probably in vain. The end was approaching, and at last, when princes and people alike proved faithless, he centred his hopes upon the few in whose case adversity and exile had had their chastening uses.

Belonging to the orders both of priest and prophet, and living at the very time when each had sunk to its lowest degree of degradation, he was compelled to submit to the buffeting which they each bestowed upon one who by his every word and deed was passing sentence upon them. Hostility, abuse, powerlessness to avert the coming ill's, a solitary life and prohibition of marriage (Jeremiah 16:2)—these were the conditions of life allotted to a man of shy and timid disposition and naturally despondent mind. No miracle was wrought for his benefit. His predictions were scorned. He failed to induce his compatriots to recognise the solidity of his claims to a hearing. At times he despaired even, as it seems, of life (Jeremiah 20:14-18). And yet he could not be silent. The divine message must find its utterance (Jeremiah 20:8-9), and in fact the promise made to him at the time of his call (Jeremiah 1:18), and renewed later (Jeremiah 15:20), did not fail.

Reign of Josiah.During the reign of this king, commencing 639 b.c., the dangers arising to Judæa from its geographical position became painfully evident. It was the natural battleground between the rival powers of Assyria and Egypt. So small a kingdom could not cope with either of these dangerous neighbours without the support of the other, and therefore the problem which pressed for solution was with which of the two it was most prudent to throw in their lot. There was still as earlier, in Isaiah's time (Isaiah 30:1-5; Isaiah 31:1-3) a strong party in the state favouring either alternative. The extension of Josiah's work of reformation (to which we are about to refer), beyond the borders of his own kingdom northwards (to Geba, 2 Kings 23:8), showed that the power of Assyria, which just a hundred years earlier had overthrown the kingdom of the Ten Tribes, was on the wane. On the other hand, it by no means followed that Egypt was to be depended on, even though the Chaldean (BabyIonian) power, soon to take the place of Assyria, was scarcely yet above Judæa's political horizon.

Notwithstanding this precarious position with regard to external politics, the inner life of the state did not lack certain hopeful features. The new king, unlike his idolatrous predecessors, Manasseh and Amon, was one whose ardour on the side of Jehovah, seconded as it was by wise counsellors, took the form of a vigorous campaign against the idol-worship and immorality which had polluted those two reigns. The altars erected to Baal, the worship of 'the host of heaven' (2 Kings 17:16), the images of the horses and chariots of the sun within the very precincts of the Temple, the offering of human sacrifices in the valley of Hinnom (on the S. and W. of Jerusalem), the gross immoralities of Canaanitish worship—these were wide-spread indications of the religious corruptions which Josiah assailed. The great principle underlying his reforms was that Jehovah alone should be the object of worship, and that that worship should be centralised at Jerusalem. So far as this principle took effect, it had very important consequences on the religious life of the nation. This centralisation was a standing protest against the worship of a plurality of gods. Moreover, the limitation of sacrifice to the central sanctuary tended to throw into greater relief worship in its more spiritual aspect independent of any particular locality.

But, as Jeremiah clearly saw, the abuses were too deeply rooted for these reformers to penetrate much below the surface, and the mass of the people were supported in their adherence to the old ways by the priests of the local shrines ('high places') throughout the land, who naturally resisted a change that deposed them from their office and cut away an important source of subsistence (2 Kings 23:9). Accordingly, the picture which the prophet draws of the condition of society is a startling one. On every side among high and low there was dishonesty, false swearing, murder, and open licentiousness. (For an account of the local Baal-worship see Intro, to Hosea.)

Many, doubtless, were the influences which culminated in what we term Jeremiah's call. The sight of abounding immorality and idolatry, the tradition of his house, and the hostility to reforms on the part of many of the natural guardians of religion, both priests and prophets, moved him to painful selfcommuning, and urged him to lift up his voice against the sins of the nation. A strong impetus no doubt was given to his prophetic ardour when, five years after his call, the Book of the Law came to light in the Temple (2 Kings 22:8). That book contained at least a considerable portion of our book of Deuteronomy. Such graphic pictures of punishment for unfaithfulness to Jehovah, as are to be found in Deuteronomy 28, cannot but have served as an antidote to the shyness of his nature, and nerved him afresh for the task appointed him. He had to face, on the one hand, the immoral and idol worshippers, on the other, persons who maintained that, to secure the abiding favour of Jehovah, it was only necessary to offer more numerous and costly sacrifices and to increase the splendour of the Temple ritual. According to them, the Temple was in itself a charm which must render Jerusalem and its inhabitants secure (Jeremiah 7:4).

Shortly before the newly risen Chaldean power, by the capture of Nineveh, made good its claim as the successor to Assyria (607 b.c.), Josiah openly espoused its side (2 Kings 23:29), confronted Necho, king of Egypt, on his march against Chaldea, and was slain in battle at Megiddo (608 b.c.).

Reign of Jehoahaz (the Shallum of Jeremiah 22:11), 608 b.c. After a brief reign of three months this king was carried captive to Egypt by Necho, and the land made tributary (2 Kings 23:33). The prophet evidently felt that in Jehoahaz the nation had lost one who would have used his power for good (Jeremiah 22:10-12).

Reign of Jehoiakim, elder brother of Jehoahaz (2 Chronicles 36:2, 2 Chronicles 36:5). The king of Egypt placed him on the throne, and his reign lasted for eleven years (608-597 b.c.). His policy, the reverse of that of his father Josiah, was a disastrous one (2 Kings 24:1-4). Under him the hope of averting the ruin of the country soon faded away. In the worship of 'the high places' and in the bloodstained rites, either encouraged or at least connived at by him, men sought deliverance from the troubles of servitude to a foreign oppressor. The king was cruel, frivolous, eager for his own glorification, and regardless of the national religion (Jeremiah 22:13-17). Under his rule the faithful few were refined by adversity, and it was seen, as in the time of Manasseh, that faithfulness to God might easily lead to martyrdom. The priests and false prophets, exasperated by Jeremiah's rebukes and warnings, and encouraged by the king's murder of Urijah, even demanded that Jeremiah too should die, but were foiled in their purpose (Jeremiah 26:16).

Real and not pretended service is the great lesson which Jeremiah at this time enforced, and in so doing he excited the animosity of his foes by the very truth of the charges that he brought against them. In opposition to those who still advocated alliance with Egypt against Babylon, he declared that the latter would assuredly prevail, and illustrated his words by the symbol of the potter's clay and the breaking of the earthen vessel (Jeremiah 18, 19).

The fourth year of Jehoiakim's reign (605 b.c.) gave noteworthy proof of Jeremiah's prescience. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, defeated the army of Necho at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and, advancing into Palestine, drove many, including the Rechabites (c.35), to seek shelter within the walls of Jerusalem. The conqueror advanced to the capital and bore away both captives and sacred vessels to Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:6-7). The complete overthrow was deferred, only because of Nebuchadnezzar's hasty return home on the report of his father's illness, in order to secure his succession to the throne. From this time forth Jeremiah's forecasts assume an air of greater definiteness. He speaks no longer, as in Jeremiah 1:14; Jeremiah 6:1, of an enemy from 'the north,' but declares plainly that the king of Babylon, as God's instrument of punishment, is destined to prevail, urges submission, and promises that those who abide by his counsel shall be left undisturbed in their land. The rest, though captivity for seventy years is to be their lot, shall in the end be restored. Probably it was soon after the battle of Carchemish that there occurred the scene of the king's burning of the prophet's roll and repudiation of his warnings (Jeremiah 36). From this time till the end of Jehoiakim's reign Jeremiah seems to have been absent from Jerusalem. The king received no more warnings. After three years' payment as vassal of the tribute which he yearned to spend upon self-indulgence, he rebelled, was attacked by bands of Chaldeans and others, and probably in an engagement with some of them, came to a violent end and a dishonoured burial (Jeremiah 22:18-19).

Reign of Jehoiachin (the Jeconiah of Jeremiah 24:1, and the Coniah of Jeremiah 22:24, Jeremiah 22:28) 597 b.c. He was the son of Jehoiakim, was set up by Nebuchadnezzar, and, like his uncle Jehoahaz, reigned but three months, when he and the flower of the community with him (the 'good figs' of Jeremiah 24) were deported to Babylon. After thirty-six years' imprisonment he was released by Nebuchadnezzar's son and successor, Evil-merodach (Jeremiah 52:31). To this period belongs Jeremiah 13, with its acted symbol of the linen girdle.

Reign of Zedekiah, 597-586 b.c. He was the youngest son of Josiah, well disposed, but utterly weak. He showed more disposition than his predecessors had done to consult with Jeremiah (Jeremiah 37:17-21; Jeremiah 38:14-28), and under his advice to submit to Babylon. On the other hand, he was devoid of any real zeal for religion, and yielded, now to the suggestions of the prophet, now to those of the princes, who advocated resistance, either single-handed or in alliance with Egypt. Thus he was virtually powerless against the strong wills and more vigorous leaders opposed to him (Jeremiah 38:5, Jeremiah 38:25). To the worthiest part of the nation, who were in captivity, Jeremiah writes a letter of comfort (Jeremiah 29), advising submission, and promising restoration in due time.

At the beginning of the ninth year of ZedeMab. a Chaldean army laid siege to Jerusalem. Jeremiah had already from time to time worn a yoke upon his neck, symbolical of the coming servitude (Jeremiah 27:2), and when the false prophet, Hananiah, who promised deliverance, had broken the yoke (Jeremiah 28:10), he received the sentence of speedy death at the mouth of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 28:16) because he had 'spoken rebellion against the Lord.' It was natural for self-reliant, irreligious men to be highly displeased with such acts and words as these, and much persecution, including imprisonment, fell to the prophet's lot in consequence, the king being too weak to give him any permanent support (Jeremiah 37:11-21). In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, 586 b.c., the city was sacked and the Temple burnt. Zedekiah's eyes were put out, and he was brought to Babylon, and immured in a dungeon, apparently till his death.

Jeremiah was permitted to remain under Gedaliah, Nebuchadnezzar's new governor, who was of a family friendly to the prophet. But in two months' time Gedaliah was murdered by the irreconcilables among the remnant in the land. In the turbulent period that followed, the prophet, viewed by the people as a traitor, foretold the want and misery that would ensue, if, through fear of the vengeance of Nebuchadnezzar (Jeremiah 42:7.), they went down to Egypt. They only replied by compelling him to accompany them thither. From Tahpanhes, a town near the eastern border of Lower Egypt, we draw the last certain notice of him that we possess. He declares that the fate which had befallen Judaaa shall also be that of Egypt, and that Nebuchadnezzar's throne shall be set up at the entrance to Pharaoh's house (Jeremiah 43:10). He also makes a dying protest against the idolatrous worship practised by his countrymen (Jeremiah 44). We have no notice in the Bible of his death.

2. Jeremiah's Attitude towards the Ceremonial Law and the Sabbath. Jeremiah's unvarying theme is that in God's sight the moral always takes precedence of the ceremonial Law (although laxity in sabbath observance is sharply rebuked in Jeremiah 17:19-27). This principle he applies to the people's reverence for the ark (Jeremiah 3:16) and the tables of the Law (Jeremiah 31:31, cp. Jeremiah 32:40), to circumcision (Jeremiah 4:4; Jeremiah 6:10; Jeremiah 9:26), to the Temple (Jeremiah 7:4, Jeremiah 7:10.; Jeremiah 11:15; Jeremiah 17:3; Jeremiah 26:6, Jeremiah 26:9, Jeremiah 26:12; Jeremiah 27:16), to sacrifices (Jeremiah 6:20; Jeremiah 7:21.; Jeremiah 11:15; Jeremiah 14:12). We may further note that in many of the passages where the 'Law' is mentioned, the prophet is describing the 'oral' teaching given by priests (Deuteronomy 17:11) and prophets to those who consulted them on points of ritual or practice: see Jeremiah 2:8; Jeremiah 9:13; Jeremiah 18:18; Jeremiah 26:4, Jeremiah 26:5.

3. The Messianic Passages and the Nature of the Prophet's Hope for the Future. A characteristic of Jeremiah's style is to insert a bright thought among gloomy ones, so that at the most terrible period of his country's fortunes his Messianic hopes are clearest in their expression. These hopes are gathered round (a) the Davidic house, (b) Jerusalem.

The chief Messianic passages (Jeremiah 17:25-26; Jeremiah 23:5-8; Jeremiah 30:9, Jeremiah 30:21; Jeremiah 33:14-18) are deserving of close study, as indicating the gradually increasing clearness of the hope. The worthless rulers of the prophet's days should be succeeded by a king of David's line, who should reign in righteousness; out of the ruins of Jerusalem should arise a new city, which should bear the name, 'The Lord is our righteousness'; and the old covenant, which had proved itself unable either to cleanse from sin or to enforce obedience, should give place to a new covenant of grace, written not on tables of stone, but on fleshy tables of the heart. Then 'they shall all know me from the least of them even unto the greatest of them '(Jeremiah 31:34). Such was the dim forecast, as revealed to Jeremiah, of the New Order which, in the fulness of time, was to arise out of the Jewish dispensation through the coming of the Saviour of the world. 'The New Covenant has been established in the spiritual dispensation of the gospel, in a law written by the Spirit in the hearts of men, and in the new revelation the means of pardon and of purification have been provided and made known to man '(Kirkpatrick, 'The Doctrine of the Prophets,' p. 324). Christ, both Priest and King, and heir of David's line, has come to dwell among men in a higher sense than it was given to Jeremiah to realise.

4. Arrangement of the Contents of the Book. The book of Jeremiah gives us interesting indications of what we may call the literary history of a prophetical collection. More than twenty years had elapsed since Jeremiah's call when Baruch was bidden, apparently for the first time, to take down prophecies from his dictation. And when the roll which thus came into existence was burnt, that which succeeded it contained the same, and, in addition, 'many like words' (Jeremiah 36:32). From the nature of the case there must have been a certain amount of condensation, as the ipsissima verba of the prophet's utterances would not remain in his mind during so long a period, and much of what he said must have been from time to time substantially repeated in the course of the twenty years.. We also find that while the arrangement of the prophecies preceding Jeremiah 36 is in the main the order of delivery, that order is occasionally broken, the prophet grouping with some particular deliverance other prophecies of kindred subject-matter. Moreover, the roll, we may perceive, can only have been in general agreement with the section of the book down to Jeremiah 36, for portions of that section are clearly later than the fifth year of Jehoiakim; while the prophecies against foreign nations, some of which were contained in the roll (c. Jeremiah 36:2), are now all at the end of the book according to the Hebrew arrangement (see next Section, 'The Septuagint Yersion of Jeremiah'). We can trace signs of a distinction between the methods in which the earlier and later parts of the book (those directly dictated to Baruch, and those which Baruch himself arranged, as editor) assumed their present shape. For such a formula as 'the word of the Lord came unto me' in the earlier part, we find later 'The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah.' In the same way the expression 'Jeremiah the prophet,' more likely to be used by Baruch when acting as editor than as amanuensis, is characteristic of the later chapters. In this way the earlier seem to give us the voice of the prophet himself, while in the later we have the scribe collecting the utterances of his master, arranging them as he deems best, and editing the records of his life. It follows from what we have said that the order of the groups of prophecies is not always that of time. Moreover, while it is in some cases clear, it is also often uncertain when they were delivered. The convulsions through which the nation was passing during the latter part of the period were far from favourable to any formal arrangement of the contents. But the very lack of order here and there observable serves a valuable end, in showing that we may consider ourselves to possess the words of Jeremiah put together in those same troublous times at which they were spoken, and not as they might afterwards have been remodelled and fitted to the notions of men of a later generation.

The following can only claim to be a rough approximation to a chronological arrangement.

	CHS.
	

	1-12
	Josiah

	14-20
	Jehoiakim

	26
	1st year of Jehoiakim

	25
	4th " "

	46-49
	" "

	35, 36
	" "

	45
	" "

	13
	Jehoiachin

	29
	(? 1st year of) Zedekiah

	27
	" "

	50,51
	(? 4th year of) Zedekiah

	28
	4th " "

	21-24
	9th " "

	34
	" " "

	37
	(9th or) 10th " "

	30-33
	10th " "

	38
	" " "

	52
	11th " " or later

	39-44
	Period of exile


5 The Septuagint Version of Jeremiah. The LXX, as a whole, adheres with tolerable fidelity to the Hebrew as we now possess it. But the book of Jeremiah in the Greek presents in various places so startling an exception to this rule, that it has been questioned whether the Greek is not in this case at least the more correct text.

The two main points of difference in the two texts are (a) that the Greek version omits, at different points, words amounting in the whole to about one-eighth of the text as it stands in the Hebrew; (b) that in the Greek the prophecies against foreign nations, instead of coming near the end of the book (Jeremiah 46-51), stand after Jeremiah 25:13, their logical place, where in the Hebrew text there is merely a reference to them. Also their order of sequence among themselves varies from that of the Hebrew.

Space does not allow further treatment of the question here; but it may be said that while there seems good reason for thinking that the form of the book on which the Greek translators' work was based preserves purer readings in many passages, and that the Hebrew has in some passages glossed or expanded the text, 'on the whole the Massoretic text deserves the preference' (Driver).

6. Jeremiah's Relations to his Predecessors. The prophet to whom Jeremiah is most closely related in thought and teaching is Hosea. Just as Hosea found idolatry and licentiousness in the kingdom of Israel in the years before its fall, so Jeremiah found them in Judah in similar political circumstances. It is probable that Jeremiah was acquainted with the prophecies of his large-hearted predecessor. Both were men of the same type of mind; both were deeply religious and jealous for Jehovah's service; and certain passages in the book of Jeremiah suggest the influence of the prophet of the North: cp. Jeremiah 2:1-6 with Hosea 2:1-5, Jeremiah 3:1-2 with Hosea 3:1, Jeremiah 3:22 with Hosea 14:4; Jeremiah 5:31 with Hosea 4:9, etc.

As already mentioned, in the early part of the prophet's career the 'book of the Law' (Deuteronomy) was found in the Temple. Its teaching supported him in his appeals to the people, and as the results of its discovery the reformation of worship was made by Josiah.

That Jeremiah was influenced by this book is seen, negatively, in the fact that we have no prophecies belonging to the latter part of Josiah's reign, the teaching of Deuteronomy and the adoption of its precepts having rendered his work unnecessary for the time; and positively in the frequent references to it which occur in his prophecies: cp. Jeremiah 2:6 with Deuteronomy 32:10; Jeremiah 5:15 with Deuteronomy 28:49; Jeremiah 7:33 with Deuteronomy 28:26; Jeremiah 11:3 with Deuteronomy 27:26; Jeremiah 11:5 with Deuteronomy 7:12-13; Jeremiah 24:9 with Deuteronomy 28:25, etc.

Jeremiah is concerned with the sin of the people as exhibited in their unfaithfulness to God. It was not enough that they should have a reform of worship; the true reform was that of the human heart (Jeremiah 4:4); what they needed was a change of heart (Jeremiah 24:7; Jeremiah 31:31). The importance of the individual in the sight of God is a prominent thought with our prophet. Men were to be punished for their own sins, he taught, not for those of their forefathers (Jeremiah 31:29). Individual responsibility was to be the foundation of character and spiritual life. And consequently the new law was to be a spiritual bond between God and man, a law written in men's hearts, and obeyed in love and loyalty (Jeremiah 31:31). This teaching of the importance of the individual was the first step towards that faith in personal (as distinguished from racial) immortality, which from this time begins to be dimly sought after by Jewish thinkers.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-19

The Call of Jeremiah (13th year of Josiah). First Prophecy
1-3. See Introduction.

3. The fifth month] i.e. when Jerusalem was destroyed (2 Kings 25:3, 2 Kings 25:8).

4-10. Jeremiah's call and first prophecy.

4. The word of the Lord came unto me] see art. 'Introduction to Hebrew Prophecy.' We cannot doubt that Jeremiah had long mourned over his people's sins, and yet perhaps hesitated to undertake the burden of witnessing against them. At length he became conscious of a divine call to the prophetic office, which was not to be restricted: cp. Jeremiah 20:7.

5. I knew thee] approved, selected thee: cp. Genesis 18:19; Psalms 1:6; Nahum 1:7. Sanctified] consecrated: cp. John Baptist (Luke 1:15-17) and St. Paul (Galatians 1:15-16). Unto the nations] This points out a distinction between the work of Jeremiah as a prophet and that of many of his predecessors, e.g. Elijah and Elisha. Their predictions were concerned with the Jews only. Those of Jeremiah, on the other hand, had to do with the heathen world as well, and also with the nations of subsequent ages, as he foretold the blessings that were to come on the earth through the Messiah. See Intro.

6. A child] not probably in years, but in fitness. 'Who is sufficient for these things?'

9. Touched my mouth] symbolic of divine grace and inspiration: cp. Isaiah 6:6; Ezekiel 2:9 to Ezekiel 3:3.

10. Jeremiah's work was to be radical and destructive in denouncing the sins of his people and predicting their chastening, but also one of restoration and rebuilding through leading them to repentance.

11-19. Words of encouragement. Jeremiah is vouchsafed two visions. The first (11, 12) was the branch of an almond tree, which is extremely early in blossoming. This indicated that God would very soon execute His purposes and judgments. 

12. Since the days of Manasseh the Lord had not visited upon the people their sins. That period of rest was like the winter. The Lord is now rousing Himself; yet not only to punish, but to save as well. Through Josiah's reforms and Jeremiah's ministry religion is to be kept alive in a remnant, viz. those carried to Babylon, and so the return shall at last be brought about.

13. The second vision was that of a seething pot with its mouth 'towards the south' (lit. 'from the face of the north'), and about to boil over. The meaning was as hinted in Jeremiah 1:14, that the great Babylonian power to the N. of Palestine, which had long been at strife with Elam and Media, would soon be directed against Judæa, the danger to which always depended upon the fact that it lay on the direct route of an army proceeding from the E. against Egypt.

15. Shall set every one his throne, etc.] This prediction was literally fulfilled (see Jeremiah 39:3). The function of administering justice was exercised by the king in person, and the neighbourhood of the city gate was the ordinary place at which trials were held. Here then the rulers of the invader's army will sit in judgment on the conquered people.

17. Gird up thy loins] The shortening of the robe by drawing it up through the girdle was preparatory to active exertion: cp. Elijah 1 Kings 18:46. 

18. I have made thee.. a defenced city, etc.] God would endue Jeremiah with firmness and resolution to carry out his mission in spite of all opposition.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-30

The Prophet Sets Forth the Sin of the Nation and Points Out the Inevitable Result (Reign of Josiah, and Probably Before the Reforms of that King: cp. Jeremiah 3:6)
This section furnishes us with the gist of the prophet's testimony during the early years of his ministry, and doubtless represents the commencement of the roll written by Baruch at Jeremiah's dictation. In these five chapters he lays before his hearers the grossness of their conduct in deserting Jehovah, and urges repentance and amendment while yet the impending judgment is delayed. For the idolatrous and 'high place' worship of the period see Intro., and cp. Intro, to Hosea.

Verses 1-37

Jeremiah's Second Prophecy (2:1-3:5)
The prophet expostulates with Israel because of their unfaithfulness to Jehovah.

1-13. Under the figure of the marriage relation Jehovah reminds the people of His past favours, and charges them with faithlessness to their first love, as shown by their idolatry.

2. The kindness of thy youth, etc.] Israel's earliest devotion to Jehovah at Sinai (Exodus 24:8).

3. Firstfruits of.. increase] i.e. the consecrated part. All that devour, etc.] The priest and his family alone were to eat of the first fruits (Leviticus 22:10, Leviticus 22:16). If any unhallowed person took of them, he trespassed or 'offended.' In like manner if heathen nations meddle with Israel (the consecrated people), they will be guilty as those who eat the fruits.

5. Vanity] i.e. idols: cp. Jeremiah 10:15. 

6. The shadow of death] RV 'deep darkness,' as referring to a region where the supply of the necessaries of life was so precarious that the fear of death was always present.

8. The priests, the pastors (i.e. rulers) and the prophets were all alike in sympathy with the degraded worship of Jehovah, at the high places, mingled as it was with the worship of the Baalim. The priests were more concerned with gain than with purity of worship; and the prophetic guilds had also become corrupted by the general idolatry and immorality. It was the most degraded period of both these orders.

9. Plead] 'argue,' or 'contend.'

10. Chittim] probably Citium in Cyprus. Kedar] As Chittim represented the parts to the westward of Palestine, so did Kedar (the NW. of Arabia) those to the Oast. 

11. None of the nations have forsaken their ancestral worship, false though it be. Israel has forsaken her ancient religion, though true.

13. Grod's blessing, under the figure of fresh water as supplied by a spring or rivulet, is contrasted with the vanity of serving idols, which is as devoid of profit as is a cracked reservoir (dug to collect rain water) for that which it is intended to supply.

14-35. Not only by her idolatry, but by her quests for alliance, now with Egypt and now with Assyria, has Judah shown her faithlessness. For both these sins she will be punished.

14. Is Israel, etc.] The meaning here probably is, How is it that Israel, the people of God, has become a slave to neighbouring powers? Jeremiah 2:17 gives the answer. 

15. The young lions, etc.] the enemies of Israel. 

16. Noph] probably Memphis, the capital of northern (lower) Egypt. Tahapanes] the classic Daphnæ, an Egyptian fortress on the E. frontier of Lower Egypt. It is again mentioned (Jeremiah 43:7-10) as the future scene of the acknowledgment of Nebuchadnezzar's supremacy over Egypt. The sense of the v. is, Egypt is God's instrument for punishing Judah. Have broken] RM 'fed on,' so as to make it bald; a disgrace.

18. Egypt] Some of Judah's politicians desired an alliance with Egypt; others with Assyria, or rather with Babylonia, Assyria's successor in the command of the East. Sihor] here the Nile; so in Isaiah 23:3. Assyria] The Assyrian power had passed to Babylonia, but the name had been familiar for generations and was still in use for the great Eastern power. The river] Euphrates.

20. See Intro, respecting worship in 'high places,' simultaneously with that of Jehovah, which they thought a lawful combination. I have broken.. and burst, etc.] RM 'thou hast broken,' etc., i.e. thou hast cast off allegiance to Me, thy Maker. Transgress] RV'serve.'

When] RV 'for.' Wanderest] RV. 'didst bow thyself,' in idolatry, thus dishonouring thy rightful spouse. 

21. A noble vine] a 'Sorek' vine, the word probably indicating the darkpurple colour of the fruit. Strange vine] cp. Isaiah 5:2, Isaiah 5:24. 

22. Nitre] RV 'lye,'i.e. natron, or carbonate of soda.

23. Baalim] the Heb. plural of 'Baal':': cp. 'cherubim,' 'seraphim.' The Baalim were the images of the local Baals under the form of a bull at the various shrines. The valley] Most likely Hinnom (S. of Jerusalem), which was defiled by Josiah in order that the impure rites (viz. the worship of Moloch = Baal) here referred to might cease. Traversing] running quickly hither and thither in the eagerness of her passion. Jeremiah 2:23-25 are figurative of Israel's shameless love of idolatry. 

24. At her pleasure] RV 'in her desire.'

25. Withhold, etc.] pursue not thy reckless wanton quest with parched throat and worn-out sandal.

30. Your prophets] Such as Isaiah (said to have been sawn asunder) and Zechariah son of Jehoiada (2 Chronicles 24:20), and those whom Jezebel (1 Kings 18:13) or Manasseh (2 Kings 21:16) slew: cp. Matthew 23:29-39. 

31. A wilderness] i.e. fruitless, useless. We are lords] RV'we are broken loose'; we are our own masters. 

33. Why art thou so careful in thy devotion to strange gods? In so doing thou hast made wicked ways to be a second nature to thee (or, thou hast taught the wicked women thy ways).

34. Poor innocents] RV 'the innocent poor.'

By secret search] RV 'at the place of breaking in.' The allusion is to the law (Exodus 22:2) by which it was permissible to slay a thief caught in the act of breaking into a house. But those 'innocent poor' had committed no such crime, yet their blood had been wantonly shed: cp. the cruelties of Manasseh 2 Kings 21:16.

Upon all these] RM 'upon every oak,' or, perhaps, 'because of this,' i.e. your lust for idolatry.

35. Plead] RV 'enter into judgement.'

36. Ashamed of Egypt] literally fulfilled when the Egyptians in the reign of Zedekiah were expected to raise the siege of Jerusalem, but failed to do so: cp. Jeremiah 37:5. Ashamed of Assyria] A conspicuous instance was in the reign of Ahaz (2 Chronicles 28:21). 

37. Thine hands upon thine head] clasped in disgrace.

Jeremiah 3:1. That land] an allusion to the law (Deuteronomy 24:1-4) that under such circumstances the reunion of husband and wife would pollute the land. Yet return again, etc.] RM 'and thinhest thou to return again.'

2. The Arabian] the Bedouin freebooters. As they are eager to despoil a passing caravan, so is Israel eager for the worship of false gods. 

5. Behold, thou hast spoken, etc.] RM 'Thou hast spoken thus, but hast done evil things.' As thou couldest] RV 'and hast had thy way.'

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 6

Jeremiah's Third Prophecy. The Fate of the Ten Tribes a Warning to Judah
In this prophecy, as in the last, idolatry is denounced under the figure of unfaithfulness to the marriage vow. But as a marked distinction, God here invites to repentance, and on this there hinges pardon.

6-20. Israel and Judah have both forsaken their Divine Spouse, but forgiveness will follow repentance.

7-11. Samaria, the capital of the kingdom of the Ten Tribes, after a stubborn resistance had been captured by Sargon, king of Assyria, 722 b.c., and more than 27,000 of its inhabitants deported. The isolation and comparative poverty of Judah helped her to survive her northern sister for well over a hundred years. But failure to take advantage of the warning thus afforded her brought its inevitable results. Moreover, in spite of greater privileges, she had added to apostasy treachery, by hypocritically feigning still to pay homage to Jehovah under cover of idolatrous rites. She had rejected Josiah's reforms, and this rejection sealed her fate. 'It is not by the act of its government that a nation stands or falls; Ahaz and Manasseh lent the weight of their influence to the cause of idolatry; Hezekiah and Josiah to the cause of truth: but the nation had to determine which should prevail' (Speaker's Commentary).

8. I saw] some read, 'she saw.' Bill of di vorce] i.e. exile.

11. Justified herself more] for Judah had even more warning than Israel.

12. Toward the north] to Assyria, the place of Israel's captivity.

14. One of.. two of, etc.] A 'city' might be a mere village. A 'family,' i.e. descendants of a common ancestor, suggested a larger number. There were, e.g., only four or five families in the whole tribe of Judah. The reference here is to the return from the exile to Palestine.

16. The blessings of repentance and obedience. Even the ark with the mercy seat on which the brightness which marked Jehovah's presence rested shall be forgotten, for Jehovah shall no longer be confined to one place or one people. All nations shall serve Him; His dominion centred in Jerusalem shall extend to the ends, of the earth. 

17. Imagination] RV 'stubbornness.'

19. The Lord tells of His affection for Israel. But] rather,'and.' How] i.e. In what honourable position? The children] the nations of the earth, all of them God's children, as created by Him.

22-25. An acceptable prayer of repentance.

23. The multitude of mountains] RV 'the tumult' (RM 'the noisy throng') 'on the mountains': the orgies and clamorous supplications of idolatrous crowds at the high places.

24. Shame] RV 'the shameful thing,' i.e. the god Baal: cp. Jeremiah 11:13. Hath devoured] hath consumed in the form of sacrifices the fruits of our toil.

Jeremiah 4:1-4. The assurance of forgiveness. 1. Then shalt, etc.] RM 'and wilt not wander.'

3. Break up, etc.] As the farmer is careful to clear the soil of weeds before sowing his seed, so with Israel. The sowing of repentance must be serious and real.

4. Circumcise] Circumcision was a dedication of self to God's service, and a removal of imperfections.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 5-30

Jeremiah's Fourth Prophecy (or Group of Prophecies). God's Judgment upon the Unrepentant
When the check which Josiah's personal character and influence put upon idolatry was removed, Jeremiah foresaw that the condition of the nation would become well-nigh desperate.

Verses 5-31
5-10. Destruction approaches Jerusalem.

6. Set up the standard] to mark out the safest route to those who were seeking the shelter of the walls of Jerusalem. Evil from the north] The enemy (see Jeremiah 4:13) used chariots, and were therefore probably the Chaldeans, not (as some have supposed) Scythians. 

7. The lion] i.e. the enemy. Of the Gentiles] RV 'of nations.'

10. Jeremiah here struggles against the fate announced for the nation. After all its glorious history and the many promises of coming glory that prophets like Isaiah had made to it, was this to be the end? The prophet was 'in a strait betwixt two,' sorrowing for the doom of the nation and anxious to avert it, and yet desirous to vindicate Jehovah's ways to them. Hence this exceeding bitter cry. Some, however, regard the v. as a reference to the mischief done by the false prophets, who had promised peace in the name of the Lord.

11-18. Description of the attack.

11. A dry wind] the Chaldean army coming like a sirocco from the E. 

15. Dan was on the northern border of Palestine. Mount Ephraim was the range immediately N. of Judah, only about 10 m. from 'Jerusalem itself. Thus the enemy's approach is rapid.

16. The nations summoned to witness the vengeance on the chosen people. The watchers are the Chaldean besiegers. 

17. The besiegers' tents compared to the booths of shepherds or husbandmen.

19-31. The prophet expresses horror at the approaching calamity.

19. My bowels] supposed to be the seat of emotions. 

21. See Jeremiah 4:6. 

22. God's answer to the implied appeal to know why the invasion was permitted. It is not without cause, for, etc. 

24. Lightly] RV 'to and fro.'

27. Yet will I not make a full end] The destruction will not be complete: a remnant shall return: cp. Amos 9:8. 

30. And when thou art spoiled] better, 'and thou, spoiled one,' i.e. Jerusalem. Rentest thy face with painting] RV 'enlargest thine eyes with paint.' The Eastern custom was to paint black the border of the eyes, so as to give the effect of size and brilliancy. So Jezebel in 2 Kings 9:30.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-31
1-9. The universal corruption of the city prevents forgiveness.

2. Though they say, The Lord liveth] i.e. though they take the most solemn form of oath, as opposed to those held by the Jews to be of less obligation: cp. Matthew 5:34, Matthew 5:35. 

3 The truth] RM 'faithfulness.' It is this that God looks for. 

4. These are poor, etc.] i.e. the ignorant ones who know no better. 

5. Yoke.. bonds] i.e. restraints of God's law. 

6. Lion] i.e. the invader: cp. Matthew 4:7. Evenings] RM 'deserts.'

7-8. All idolatry was unfaithfulness to God, to whom Israel was espoused, but gross licentiousness was literally the common accompaniment of the worship of the reproductive powers of nature, such as was practised by the Canaanites.

8. In the morning] RM 'roaming at large.'

10-31. In spite of fancied security desolation is at hand in requital for rébellion and faithlessness.

10. Jerusalem is likened to a walled ־in vineyard, and the Chaldean host is bidden to batter and trample it. Yet the overthrow shall not be complete, for Israel is, after all, a chosen nation. Battlements] RV 'branches,' so as to keep up the figure of the vine. Though the tendrils be cut away yet the stock shall be left.

12. It is not he] It is not God who sends these messages of woe. 

13. The prophets, etc.] These are still the words of the scoffing Jews. 

15. A nation] the Assyrian. 

16. Is as an open sepulchre] for it is filled with missiles dealing death.

19. Note the distinct prophecy of the captivity of Judah. 

24. Jeremiah reminds them of the providence of God, who sends the winter and spring rains, so needful for the crops, and maintains a dry season between Passover and Pentecost for harvesting.

25-28. A strong testimony to the deception, avarice, and oppression of the time. 

28. Yet they prosper] RV 'that they' (the orphans) 'should prosper.'

31. Prophets, priests, and people alike connived at and took part in these crimes. By their means] RM 'at their hands.' Formerly the prophetic guilds had borne witness for righteousness and withstood the priests: now they are become false prophets, abetting the priests in their idolatry and wickedness.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-30
1-8. The hostile army approaches.

1. Benjamin] Jerusalem was within the territory assigned to this tribe. Tekoa] 11m. S. of Jerusalem, and in the line of flight for its inhabitants seeking to escape an enemy from the N. A sign of fire] a warning signal. Beth-hacoerem] probably a hill between Jerusalem and Tekoa, and thus suitable for a beacon station. 

2. RV 'The comely and delicate one, the daughter of Zion will I cut off,' a tenderly worded lament over the ill-fated city. Daughter] is used for the inhabitants collectively. 

3. A figure of the devastating enemy. Flocks eating the herbage on every side are a figure to express dévastation.

4, 5. The invaders propose a determined and continuous attack. 

4. Prepare] RM 'Heb. sanctify.' Entering on a war was accompanied by religious ceremonies: cp. Deuteronomy 20:2. 

6. Hew ye down trees] to clear the approaches to the city. Cast a mount] earth was carried in baskets and poured in a heap until it was on a level with the walls: cp. this method of assault in 2 Kings 19:32; Isaiah 29:3.

To be visited] with punishment. 

7. Grief] RV 'sickness.'

9-21. Retribution awaiting the guilty people.

9. Into the baskets] RM 'upon the shoots.' As the grape-gatherer goes back over the tendrils, lest he should have missed any of the fruit, so the people shall be subject to sue-cessive gleanings at the hand of their conquerors, who are here addressed. 

10. Uncircumcised] in the sense of 'imperfect': cp. Exodus 6:12. 

11. Abroad] RV 'in the street.'

14. They] the leaders, prophets, and priests.

The hurt] the sins and shortcomings. They are like physicians who for their own ease assure their patients that all is well.

16. God's appeal. 'A national calamity is at hand. As prudent men ye will desire to avoid it. Make enquiries what paths led your ancestors to prosperity. Were they those of idolatry or of true religion and purity?'

17. Watchmen] the prophets sounding the alarm. The trumpet] warning of approaching danger. 

18. What is among them] i.e. what is the punishment impending over Judah.

20. Sheba] in the S. of Arabia. The general sense of the v. is, 'To obey is better than sacrifice' (1 Samuel 15:22). Cane] i.e. calamus, a sweet-scented reed, used in making the anointing oil. 

21. Stumblingblocks, etc.] the enemy's invasion, which would, as it were, trip them up in their easy-going ways.

22-24. The approaching invader. These vv. are repeated with necessary changes in Jeremiah 50:41-43 where Babylon is the object of the threat.

22. The sides of the earth] an expression for the far distance.

23. The Assyrian monuments show us rows of impaled victims hanging round the walls of besieged towns, also men collecting in heaps hands cut off from the vanquished enemy.

25. Fear is on every side] a favourite expression with Jeremiah (20:3mg, 10; Jeremiah 46:5; Jeremiah 49:29).

27-30. The nation incapable of reform. Jehovah reassures Jeremiah of his divine commission. The prophet appears under the figure of one testing metal by smelting. The result of the process is that no precious metal is found. All is dross.

27. A tower] RM 'trier,' or tester. A fortress] He shall have God's protection in his task. 

28. They are brass and iron] They have none of the precious metal in them.

29. All the prophet's fervour is without effect. Nothing of value rewards the long assay. Are burned] RV 'blow fiercely.'

Plucked away] i.e. eliminated from the good.

30. Reprobate] RV 'refuse.'

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-25

Jeremiah's Fifth Prophecy (or Group of Prophecies). Address at the Temple Gate (Reign of Josiah or Beginning of that of Jehoiakim)
The prophet takes advantage of a solemn gathering of the people at Jerusalem to stand at one of the Temple gates as they pass in, and warns them against their superstitious confidence that the possession of the Temple was itself a charm against danger from without. As immorality had already brought about the overthrow of an older sanctuary (Shiloh) as well as of the Ten Tribes, so shall it be with them. Punishment for the wickedness of leaders and people can only be averted by a speedy amendment of life.

It is possible that these chapters may be an expanded account of the prophecy closely resembling them, which is recorded in Jeremiah 26 as spoken at the commencement of Jehoiakim's reign. But it is more likely that the two occasions are distinct.

Verses 1-34
1-20. Ceremonies and sacred places shall be no defence.

4. God, said the false prophets, will never allow His Temple to be overthrown: cp. Micah 3:11.

The temple, etc.] The threefold repetition suggests 'the energy of iteration that only belongs to Eastern fanatics' (Stanley, 'Jewish Church,' ii, 438).

5-7. Their tenure of the Temple is conditional on obedience to the covenant made by God with their fathers. 

10. We are delivered] By the discharge of this formality we are set free for a return to wickedness. 

11. Den of robbers] a place of retreat in the intervals between acts of violence: see Matthew 21:13 and parallel passages.

12. Shiloh] a town of Ephraim, in a central position, chosen by Joshua as the restingplace of the ark and for the Tabernacle. It was a considerable place in the time of the Judges (Judges 21:19, Judges 21:21). Its fall into idolatry was followed by loss of the ark (1 Samuel 4) and subsequent captare and cruel treatment (Psalms 78:58.) Thenceforward it became insignificant, so that Jeroboam, when setting up calves for his rival worship, passed it by. 

15. Ephraim] meaning, as often (e.g. Isaiah 7:2), the ten northern tribes in captivity for nearly a century.

16. So in Jeremiah 14:7, when Jeremiah does intercede for them, the prayer is rejected. 

18. Queen of heaven] identified either with the moon or with the Assyrian Ishtar, the planet Venus. The Jewish women were specially given to that worship, offering incense and cakes stamped with a representation of the goddess: cp. Jeremiah 44:17.

19. Do they provoke me] Their sin does not provoke God to a mere helpless anger, but to a wrath that is quick to punish and destroy them.

21-28. The moral law has always taken precedence of the ceremonial.

21. Put your burnt offerings, etc.] Multiply your victims ad libitum. It will avail you nought.

22, 23. This need not be more than a forcible oratorical expression, not meaning that no ceremonial laws were given to Israel when brought out of Egypt, but that in the promulgation of the Ten Commandments on Sinai there was no direction concerning sacrifice. These were the only precepts which had the honour of being treasured up in the ark. Thus from the first they were shown to hold the chief place: cp. Isaiah 1:11-14. 'The law of obedience was the earliest law of all (Genesis 2:16.), and the most important; that of sacrifice was of secondary importance' (Deane). 

24. Imagination] see on Isaiah 3:17; 

27. Jeremiah need not therefore expect that his words will be heeded.

29-34. Where they sinned there shall they be punished.

29. Cut off thine hair] in token of mourning, or as a Nazirite shaved his head after immediate contact with a dead body (Numbers 6:9) to mark defilement. The hair was the mark of consecration of the High Priest (Exodus 29:6) and of the Nazirite (Numbers 6:5). Here it is the mark of Jerusalem as chief city of a consecrated people.

31. Valley of Hinnom] on the W. and S. sides of the city, Tophet being near the E. extremity of the S. reach. The valley had an evil name, (a) as the place of human sacrifices; (b) as defiled by Josiah; (c) as the receptacle of the offal and filth of the city. Hence it afterwards became with the Jewish Rabbis the visible emblem of the place of future punishment, Gehenna: cp. Matthew 5:22. To burn, etc.] in honour of Moloch, often identified with Baal, the sun-god (see on Genesis 22; 2 Kings 16:3). 

32. Till there be no place] rather, 'for want of room's (elsewhere). The carnage of war shall extend far beyond the valley.

Some think that the immediate result of this discourse was the trial of the prophet, as recorded in Jeremiah 26:24, when the mob rose against him and he was saved with difficulty.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-22
1-3. The dead shall share in the universal punishment.

1. Shall bring out the bones] either from pure wantonness, or in the hope of finding treasure or ornaments of value. 

2. Before the sun] the heavenly bodies will not be prevented by all the offerings and devotions that they have received from using their influence to hasten the rotting of the carcases of their sometime worshippers.

3. Family] the whole nation: see on Jeremiah 3:14. 

4-17. The people are hardened in sin.

4. They] RV 'men.' If a man stumble, he will naturally regain his footing: if he lose his way he will return to it. Not so with this people. 

6. As the horse, etc.] meaning, an eager plunge into wrongdoing.

7. The turtle and the crane and the swallow] rather, 'The turtle dove and the swift and the crane': cp. Isaiah 1:3.

8. Lo, certainly in vain.. in vain] RV 'But, behold, the false pen of the scribes hath wrought falsely,' i.e. they have used their knowledge of the Law to deceive others, persuading them that they may transgress with impunity. The scribes (frequently mentioned in NT.) were a class of persons who devoted themselves to the study and exposition of the Law. That they were a leading class as early as the time of Josiah (and Jeremiah's whole argument depends on this fact) is a strong argument in favour of the belief that the Book of the Law even at that time had well-grounded claims to antiquity.

10. Shall inherit them] shall take possession of them. The idea is forcible seizure by the invader. 

11. See on Jeremiah 6:14. 

13. And the things .. from them] RM 'I have appointed them those that shall pass over them': viz. the Assyrians invading them as a flood.

14f. The people address one another, while suffering under the troubles thus described.

Enter into the defenced cities] i.e. out of villages for protection. Water of gall] bitterness is our portion. 

16. His horses] i.e. those of the Babylonian invader. Strong ones] warhorses. So in Jeremiah 47:3; Jeremiah 50:11. 

17. Cockatrices] RV 'basilisks,' RM 'adders': Jeremiah may have chosen the word because of its resemblance in sound in the Hebrew to the word northern, the invaders coming from that quarter. Charmed] so as to be harmless.

18-22. Jeremiah speaks. 

18 When I would] RV 'O that I could.' 

19f. Jeremiah is in thought anticipating the captivity and the distressful cries of the exiles in the direction of their home. 

20. When the harvest was bad there was still hope of the yield from grapes, etc. But the people had lost one chance of deliverance after another, and might now despair. Summer] RM 'ingathering of summer fruits.'

21. Black] RM 'mourning.'

22. 'Is there no way of saving this people?' Gilead was a mountainous part of Palestine E, of the Jordan. Balm (balsam) was found there, and naturally in the same place would be found those skilled in its use.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-26
1-22. The prophet continues his lament. The impending doom.

2. A lodging place, etc.] a caravanserai (khan), supplying a bare shelter, even the most desolate spot, if he may thereby escape the crimes of Jerusalem.

7. Melt.. try] i.e. remove the dross, and test whether the metal is now pure. 

8. His wait] RV 'wait for him.'

10. Habitations] RV 'pastures.'

11. Dragons] RV 'jackals'; so in Jeremiah 49:33. 

12. For what, etc.] rather (with RV), a new question, 'Wherefore is?' etc. Why this heavy chastisement?

17. Mourning women] professionals, who with dishevelled locks and bared breasts led the loud weeping. Cunning] skilful.

23, 24. The people have been trusting in worldly wisdom, power, and riches; but the only sure trust is in knowing the will of God, who Himself acts righteously, and desires that men should do the same.

25. Them which are circumcised, with the uncircumcised] RV 'Them which are circumcised in their uncircumcision.' They are circumcised in the flesh, but uncircumcised in spirit: cp. Deuteronomy 10:16; Romans 2:28, Romans 2:29. Judah is become as the other nations which observe the outward rite, but have not the spirit of which it is the symbol. 

26. That are in the utmost corners] RV 'that have the corners of their hair polled': cp. Leviticus 19:27. The reference is to the tribes of Kedar: see Jeremiah 49:28, Jeremiah 49:32.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-25
1-16. The folly of idolatry.

This section of the prophecy is of doubtful authorship. For (a) it introduces a break in the sense; (b) there is less smoothness between the parts than we generally find in Jeremiah's writings; (c) its language differs considerably from his use elsewhere, and closely resembles that of Isaiah 40-44; (d) the writer emphasises the fact that false gods are incapable of hurting, while Jeremiah elsewhere speaks rather of them as powerless to aid; (e) Isaiah 44:2, Isaiah 44:4 read as though addressed to men who were contemplating the idolatry around them, rather than guilty of it themselves. For these reasons it is held by some to be a discourse addressed by an unknown author during the captivity to the exiles at Babylon: cp. the spurious letter ascribed to Jeremiah, which forms Jeremiah 6 of the (apocryphal) book of Baruch.

It should, however, be said, on the other hand, that the Septuagint version of this book, though omitting much that is found in the Hebrew (see Intro.), yet contains this chapter.

2. Signs of heaven] portents in the sky, such as comets and meteors. 

3. People] nations.

5. Upright as the palm tree] RV 'like a palm tree, of turned work.' These idols are as stiff and lifeless. 

7. To thee doth it appertain] Thine is the supreme kingship. 

8. The stock, etc.] RV 'the instruction of idols, it is but a stock': an idol is wood, and can never get beyond it. 

9. Tarshish] probably Tartessus in Spain, or perhaps Tarsus in Cilicia.

Uphaz] perhaps the same as Ophir, which was probably either in India or on the E. coast of Arabia. Founder] RV 'goldsmith': so in Jeremiah 10:14.

11 This v. is in the later Hebrew or Aramaic. It may therefore have been originally a note on the margin of the manuscript, afterwards copied into the text. 

13. The ascent of the vapours in clouds is spoken of poetically, as though it were the consequence of the thunder (his voice), because it is seen to follow it. 

14. In his knowledge] RV 'and is without knowledge.'

16. The portion of Jacob] i.e. the true God, upon whom Israel has a claim. Former] Maker, Fashioner. The rod] RV 'tribe.'

17-25. The coming troubles. This section seems to be closely connected with, and should probably be read after, Jeremiah 9:7-22.

17. Gather up, etc.] i.e. collect articles for a hasty flight, O thou who art in a besieged city'; i.e. prepare for exile. 

18. Find it so] RV 'feel it'. 

19f. The lament of Jerusalem.

20. The spoiling and exile represented in figurative language. Tabernacle] RV 'tent.'

21. The condemnation of the rulers.

22. The bruit] RV 'a rumour.' The north country] see on Jeremiah 1:13. Dragons] see on Jeremiah 9:11.

23. Jeremiah's prayer: the helplessness of man, and his dependence on God.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-17

Jeremiah's Sixth Prophecy (Reign of Josiah). The Broken Covenant entails a Curse
These chapters form a connected prophecy. They probably belong to Josiah's time, for (a) 'the words of this covenant' (Jeremiah 11:3) seem to refer to the reading of the newly discovered law mentioned in 2 Kings 23:3; (b) Jeremiah has not yet removed from Anathoth to Jerusalem (Jeremiah 11:21), and (c) the apparent allusion (Jeremiah 12:4) to a drought accords with similar references in prophecies belonging to Josiah's reign (Jeremiah 3:3; Jeremiah 5:24).

Verses 1-23
1-14. Punishment must follow faithlessness.

3. Cursed, etc.] cp. the language of the warnings in Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 27:15-26), a book with which this passage has other features in common. 

4. The iron furnace] the brickkilns of the bondage in Egypt (Exodus 1:14) may have given rise to the figure as expressive of affliction. 

6. The cities of Judah] Jeremiah may have accompanied Josiah in the journey which he made to Bethel and to the cities of Samaria for the overthrow of idolatry (2 Kings 23:15, 2 Kings 23:19). 

7. Rising early] a frequent phrase with Jeremiah to denote earnestness, but not occurring in that sense elsewhere. 

8. Imagination] RV 'stubbornness.'

9. A conspiracy] The words seem to point to an actual secret combination against Josiah on account of his reforms. 

10. The iniquities of their forefathers] referring to the idolatry in the wilderness days. They went after] RV 'they are gone after,' viz. the Jews of the prophet's own day. The reformation had not taken hold of the hearts of the people, they had returned to their heathenism.

13. The worship of Baal was practised secretly or openly in all parts of the country and city. Shameful thing] i.e. Baal.

15-20. The people resent rebuke.

15. Faithless Judah's presence in the Ternpie is only an intrusion. And the holy flesh is passed from thee] better, perhaps, 'shall vows and holy flesh (i.e. sacrifices) take away thy wickedness?'

16. The fair promise and the punishment which apostasy brought about.

18. The prophet passes from the general to the particular, and charges his fellow-townsmen of Anathoth with conspiring to silence and even to kill him. The Lord had shown him their intentions.

19. Like a lamb or an ox] RV 'like a gentle lamb.' The tree with the fruit thereof] apparently a proverb. Not only is the tree to perish but there is to be no chance of reproduction by the sowing of its seed.

21-23. Anathoth shall be punished.

23. There shall be no remnant of them] viz. of the actual conspirators. Among those who return from exile are mentioned 'men of Anathoth' (Ezra 2:23).

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-17
1-4. The prosperity of the wicked perplexes Jeremiah.

1. Wherefore, etc.] The question was one which much exercised men of pre-Christian times who had no clear view of any but temporal rewards and punishments. See Psalms 37, 39, 49, 73, and Job (specially Jeremiah 21:7) The plots of his fellow-townsmen at Anathoth (see Jeremiah 11) were probably the occasion of this outburst of Jeremiah's. 

2. Near in their mouth, etc.] They honour God with their lips but their heart is far from Him. 

4. A drought has been sent in punishment. He shall not see, etc.] Jeremiah's denunciations are derided by his enemies.

5, 6. God's answer to the prophet's appeal. By two proverbial expressions He shows him that he must prepare to endure worse things than any he has yet been called upon to face. He has been in danger at Anathoth, but greater dangers await him at Jerusalem. Let him therefore be strong and play the man.

5. Swelling] RV 'pride,' referring to the luxuriant vegetation on the banks, which formed a source of danger, as a covert for wild beasts.

7-13, A lament over the desolate land. Some scholars think that this passage belongs to the time after the first siege and capture of Jerusalem, where Jehoiachin was led into captivity.

8. The v. indicates the hostile attitude of the people to God. 

9. The figures to represent the coming desolation are, first, that of birds assembling round one of their own kind and maltreating it, because its plumage attracts their attention as unusual, and then that of hungry beasts of prey. 

10. Pastors] leaders of the invading armies: cp. Jeremiah 6:3, where they axe called 'shepherds.'

12. High places through] RV 'the bare heights in': no spot shall escape.

13. And they shall be ashamed] RV 'And ye shall,' etc. Revenues] RV 'fruits.'

14. Mine evil neighbours] Syrians, Edomites, Moabites and others who would feel that Judah's difficulty formed their opportunity. Both they and Judah shall be punished by exile; but God will restore them in His mercy. If the heathen will but seek to serve God, they shall share in the blessings He has in store for Judah after they have suffered and repented.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-27

Jeremiah's Seventh Prophecy (Reign of Jehoiachin). The Linen Girdle
The date of this prophecy is shown pretty clearly by the word 'queen' (Jeremiah 13:18), which means queen-mother, namely, Nehushta, mother of Jehoiachin. The queen-mother had always a high position, and in Jehoiachin's case this would be specially so, owing to his tender years.

1-11. The symbol of the linen girdle.

1. Go, etc.] It is doubtful whether this and the subsequent acts of the prophet were real or done only in symbol. As, however, Jeremiah appears to have been absent from Jerusalem during the most of the latter years of Jehoiachin, he may well be supposed during part of that time to have been in or near Babylon: cp. Jeremiah 13:4. This would account for the kindly feeling shown towards him afterwards by Nebuchadnezzar (Jeremiah 39:11), which seems to point to an earlier acquaintance.

The girdle represents the people of Judah (Jeremiah 13:9-10). Jehovah chose them for His service and glory, but they turned away and served other gods. Therefore as the girdle lost its beauty, so will they lose their beauty and come to ruin beside the Euphrates.

10. Imagination] RV 'stubbornness.'

12-14. The symbol of the bottles. Under the figure of intoxication, through which the people shall be helpless to resist the enemy's attack, the prophet intimates God's punishment for headstrong continuance in sin: cp. Jeremiah 25:15 and for Israel under the figure of a bottle or jar, cp. Jeremiah 18:1-6. Bottle] RM 'jar' (of earthenware; not the skin bottles of NT.). The bottle represents the people, and the wine the wrath of God. But the people failed to see the significance of the message.

15-27. Vain appeal to Judah.

16. Give glory] a Hebrew idiom, meaning, confess your sins: cp. Joshua 7:19; John 9:24. Danger, difficulty, and gloom are near. 

17. In secret places] The prophet will mourn apart, as he did in Jehoiakim's reign. 

18. See note at head of chapter The kings practised polygamy; hence the high position taken by the queen-mother: cp. 1 Kings 15:13; 2 Kings 10:13. Principalities] RV 'headtires,' diadems.

19. Cities of the south] i.e. of Judah.

Shall be] RV 'are.' Shut up] i.e. besieged, blockaded, by the Chaldeans.

20. The north] see on Jeremiah 1:13. Where is the flock?] Where are the towns that once lay, like a fair flock of sheep, grouped around thee?

21. RV 'What wilt thou say when he shall set thy friends over thee as head, seeing thou thyself hast instructed them against thee?' The reference is to Egypt and Babylon, the friendship and guidance of which countries Judah had alternatively courted, and thus was but preparing the way for subjection to them. He is Jehovah. 

22. Made bare] and thus subject to the roughness of the road as thou art led captive. 

23. They are incapable of repentance. 

24. The wind of the wilderness] see on Jeremiah 4:11. 

25. Of thy measures] RV 'measured unto thee.' Falsehood] i.e. idolatry: cp. Jeremiah 10:14; Jeremiah 16:19. 

27. Made clean] i.e. from infidelity and idolatry. When shall it once be?] RV 'How long shall it yet be?'

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-21

Jeremiah's Eighth Prophecy (Reign of Jehoiakim?). The Impending Drought and other Woes
Dialogue between the prophet and God. He intercedes; but in vain, for the nation persists in sin. In this section we probably see the state of matters in the early part of Jehoiakim's reign. There is no historical allusion to the drought which formed the occasion of the prophecy.

Verses 1-22
1-6. Description of the drought.

2. The gates thereof languish] Figurative of the people who collect there. They are black unto] RV 'They sit in black (mourning) upon.'

3. Covered their heads] as a sign of grief or confusion: cp. David (2 Samuel 19:4) and Haman (Esther 6:12). 

6. They snuffed up the wind] RV 'They pant for air.' Dragons] RV 'jackals.'

7-22. Jeremiah's pleadings and God's replies.

7. Do thou it] RV 'work thou.'

8. As a stranger, etc.] one who has no interest in the people. Turneth aside] RM 'spreadeth his tent.'

9. Astonied] hesitating, inactive.

13. Jeremiah pleads that the false prophets have misled the people. 

17. The virgin daughter of my people] i.e. Judah, whom God had hitherto protected. 

19. The prophet again intercedes. 

21. The throne of thy glory] Jerusalem, or, more particularly, the Temple.

22. A reference to the drought (Jeremiah 14:1). God alone can remove it.

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-21
1-9. The coming woes described.

1. Moses (Exodus 17:11; Exodus 32:11; Numbers 14:13-20) and Samuel (1 Samuel 7:9; 1 Samuel 12:23) were successful pleaders with God in time past: cp. Psalms 99:6. 

2. To death] meaning, by pestilence. 

4. To be removed into] RV 'to be tossed to and fro among.' For Manasseh's wickedness see 2 Kings 21:3. 

7. They shall be dispersed and driven forth from the land by every way of exit. 

8. Even the mothers of warriors in the prime of youth shall have none to protect them. At noonday] taking them by surprise: see Jeremiah 6:4. I have caused him, etc.] RV 'I have caused anguish and terrors to fall upon her' (the mother) 'suddenly.'

10-21. Jeremiah's lament and appeal. God's reply.

10. I have neither lent, etc.] The Jews were forbidden to take interest from one another (Deuteronomy 23:20), and the money-lender accordingly was held in extreme disfavour. Jeremiah laments that his mission is constantly one of strife with his people. 

11. It shall be well with thy remnant] RV 'I will strengthen thee for good.' His enemies shall not only spare Jeremiah, but invoke his aid. This took place more than once: see Jeremiah 21:1.; Jeremiah 37:3; Jeremiah 42:2.

12. Judæa is not tough enough to withstand the Chaldean power. For northern, cp, Jeremiah 6:1. 

14. I will make thee to pass with] Some authorities read, 'I will make thee to serve.' So it runs in the parallel passage, Jeremiah 17:4.

16. He describes the joyful acceptance with which he first received the divine commission.

17. The mockers] RV 'them that make merry.' There is no suggestion of wrong doing in the original word. Because of thy hand] meaning God's guidance, His inspiration. For this sense of 'hand' cp. Isaiah 8:11 and Ezekiel 1:3; Ezekiel 37:1. 

18. Liar] RV 'deceitful brook.' As waters that fail] The figure is that of a watercourse, which being dried up belies the anticipations of the thirsty traveller: cp. Job 6:15. Jeremiah laments that his message seems to have no effect.

19. Return] i.e. repent öf his murmuring.

Stand before me] as my servant: cp. for the phrase, 1 Kings 18:15; 2 Kings 3:14. Take forth the precious from the vile] i.e. purge himself of his distrust. Let them return, etc.] Deliver your message, regardless of the people's favour. They must turn to God. 

20. See Jeremiah 1:18, Jeremiah 1:19.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-18
Jeremiah's Ninth Prophecy (Reign of Jehoiakim?). Punishment of Judah by Pestilence and Exile.

It is clear from Jeremiah 17:15, in which the people challenge the prophet to point to a fulfilment of his prophecies of woe, that it is at any rate earlier than the capture of Jerusalem at the end of Jehoiachin's reign.

Verses 1-21
1-13. Selfdenial and an ascetic, life are to be the prophet's lot.

6. Nor cut themselves] in token of mourning: cp. Jeremiah 47:5. 

7. Tear themselves for them] RV 'break bread for them.' The reference here and in the rest of the v. is to the custom that the friends should urge the mourners to eat and drink: cp. 2 Samuel 3:35; 2 Samuel 12:16; Proverbs 31:6.

12. Imagination] cp. Jeremiah 3:17. 

13. There shall ye serve other gods] if you please. Spoken ironically.

14-21. The deliverance will be in proportion to the severity of the punishment.

14. 15. Yet the coming deliverance shall be one in comparison with which even the exodus from Egypt shall pale. For Jeremiah's custom of throwing in a bright thought among gloomy ones see Jeremiah 3:14; Jeremiah 4:27; Jeremiah 5:10, Jeremiah 5:18; Jeremiah 27:22; Jeremiah 30:3; Jeremiah 32:37.

15. The land of the north] i.e. Babylon: a promise of restoration after the exile.

16. Many fishers] Judah's enemies. The people shall be hunted down with energy wherever they may be found.

19-21. God's power thus shown in the care of His people for evil and then for good, and witnessed by other nations, shall lead even the most distant of them to acknowledge Him.

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-18
1-4. The sin of Judah is indelible. Hence the severity of the punishment.

2. Groves] RV 'Asherim,' wooden pillars, or monuments, set up in honour of Astoreth (Astarte), generally near altars (e.g. Judges 6:25). The Law ordered them to be pulled down (Exodus 34:13). 

3. O my mountain in the field] The hill on which Jerusalem is built rises high above the plain. On the other hand, it is lower than the surrounding mountains, hence can be spoken of as a 'valley' in Jeremiah 21:13. For sin] i.e. because of sin.

5-8. God alone is worthy of trust.

6. The heath] RM 'a tamarisk.' The figure is that of a barren, profitless life. 

7, 8. Note the parallels to Psalms 1. But which has been influenced by the other is a question more difficult than important. 

8. See] RV 'fear.'

Careful] i.e. anxious.

9-11. God searches out and punishes evil.

11. RV 'As the partridge that gathereth young which she hath not brought forth,' and which will soon fly away—a popular belief of which Jeremiah avails himself to illustrate the truth that riches unlawfully gotten are a precarious possession.

12-18. God is the Saviour of the faithful.

12, 13. Connected with the preceding v. The covetous man will be disappointed; and all they who forsake Jehovah and His sanctuary shall not endure. 

12. Place of our sanctuary] i.e. Zion, where Jehovah's glory abode. 

13. Shall be written in the earth] i.e. shall disappear—a natural simile, a board covered with sand being used for writing lessons in Eastern schools to this day, owing to the scarcity of writing materials. 

15. See intro. to Jeremiah 16. 

16. I have not hastened, etc.] I have not sought to resign the office of assistant shepherd for Thy people. The woeful day] when his predictions would be fulfilled.

Verses 19-27

Jeremiah's Tenth Prophecy (Reign of Jehoiakim, or even Josiah, for it Speaks of the Possibility of the Continuance of the Monarchy). The Sabbath Obligation
19. The children of the people] perhaps meaning the lay folk as opposed to the priests.

25. A promise of the continuance of the lineage of David. 

26. The plain] from the hill-country westward to the Mediterranean.

The mountains] the central portion of the land running from N. to S. Meat offerings] RV 'oblations.' RM 'meal offerings.' They were made of flour and oil, with frankincense strewn on the top (Leviticus 2:1).

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-18

Jeremiah's Eleventh Prophecy (Reign of Jehoiakim). Prophecies Illustrated from the Work of the Potter
Jeremiah 18 gives and explains the figure of the potter's clay, and tells of the effect upon the people. Jeremiah 19 gives and applies the figure of the potter's broken vessel, while Jeremiah 20 describes the consequent sufferings of Jeremiah and his complaints.

The outrage on the prophet committed by Pashur (Jeremiah 20:2) would certainly not have been permitted in Josiah's time. On the other hand, there seems from the language used to be still a chance for the people, and the calamity threatened had not yet arrived. Therefore we may date the symbolical actions early in Jehoiam's reign.

Verses 1-23
1-17. Figure of the potter's clay.

3. The potter's house] Clay from which pottery was made was found S. of Jerusalem: cp. Zechariah 11:13; Matthew 27:10. The potter teaches Jeremiah important lessons concerning the providential rule of the world. 'As I watched him shaping the pliant clay, remodelling the imperfect vessels until they conformed to his ideal, God revealed to me the manner in which He is able to mould at His will the nations. At the same time I realised that man may render God's work imperfect' (Sanders and Kent, 'Messages of the Earlier Prophets').

7-10. Predictions of good or evil were conditional on the moral state of those addressed.

11. Frame] the Hebrew word is the same as that for 'potter.'

14. Will a man leave, etc.] RV 'Shall the snow of Lebanon fail from,' etc. Understand the answer, 'No, it is perpetual.' Shall the cold, etc.] RV 'Shall the cold waters that flow down from afar' (mg. 'of strange land that flow down') 'be dried up?' Nature is constant in her operations, hat God, the Rock of Israel, is forsaken by those who used to trust in Him.

15. Vanity] i.e. idols.

16. Hissing] not in contempt, but amazement.

17. I will shew them the back] God's countenance will be turned away.

18-23. Invocation of evil on the prophet's enemies.

18. The people's appeal against Jeremiah's words to the three classes of persons whom they thought to be in undoubted possession of the truth.

21-23. The stern spirit of the OT. dispensation, as shown in these imprecations, was connected with the comparative darkness in which a future existence was then shrouded. This would make righteous men more eager that God's glory should be vindicated and His people avenged in this life.

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-15
In Jeremiah 18 the special lesson was the power of God to alter at any moment the destinies of a people. Here, on the other hand, it is taught that the time may come when the only alteration must take the form of a breaking or overthrow.

1-13. Figure of the broken vessel.

1. Ancients] RV 'elders.'

2. Valley of the son of Hinnom] see on Jeremiah 7:31. East gate] Hebrew is obscure. RM 'gate of potsherds,' perhaps because refuse of this sort was thrown there. 

3. Kings] the whole dynasty with their accumulated transgressions. 

4. Estranged this place] i.e. alienated it from the worship of God. 

6. Tophet] see on Jeremiah 7:31. 

8. An hissing] see on Jeremiah 18:16. 

9. This was fulfilled in the Chaldean siege of Jerusalem: see Lamentations 2:20; Lamentations 4:10. 

11. Till there be no place to bury] see on Jeremiah 7:32. 

13. The flat roofs were easily used as gathering places: see e.g. Judges 16:27; Nehemiah 8:16; Zephaniah 1:5.

14. This v. as introducing another address should commence a new paragraph ending with Jeremiah 20:6.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-18
1-6. Pashur's act and Jeremiah's reply.

2. Pashur] In chapter Jeremiah 38:1 two Pashurs are mentioned. This one is perhaps the father of Gedaliah there spoken of, while Pashur the son of Malchiah of that v. is probably identical with the Pashur of Jeremiah 21:1. The houses represented by both men were strong in numbers amongst the few priestly courses that returned from Babylon (Ezra 2:36-39).

3. Magormissabib] i.e. 'fear is on every side': see on Jeremiah 6:25. The name is symbolic of his coming fate, consisting in part, at least, of remorse at the ruin which he had brought upon his country by opposing the warnings of Jeremiah and perhaps claiming prophetic powers. For other cases of names given to symbolise and sum up a prophetic message, cp. Shear-jashub, 'a remnant' (only) 'shall return' (Isaiah 7:8), and Maher-shalal-hash-baz, 'speedy spoliation' (Isaiah 8:3.).

7-13. The prophet's cry to God.

7. Deceived] RM 'enticed,' to undertake his mission. 

8. For since I spake, I cried out] RV 'for as often as I speak I cry out' (complain loudly). 

9. The prophet cannot refrain from delivering his message, though it entailed derision and mockery. 

10. Report say they, etc.] the words of two groups of his foes, the first arguing that his language should be brought under the notice of those in power, the second undertaking to do so.

14-18. For the vehemence of the imprecations cp. Job 3:3; Job 10:18, and David's address to Gilboa (2 Samuel 1:21). It is interesting to note that in later time, when the prophet had still more afflictions to endure, we no longer read of his trembling or bewailing the sufferings connected with his calling. 

16. The cry.. the shouting] of war and trouble.

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-10

Jeremiah's Twelfth Prophecy (Reign of Zedekiah during the Siege). Zedekiah's Roll
This chapter commences a new division of the book extending to the end of Jeremiah 24. We pass from the time of Jehoiakim to that of the last king of Judah, when Jerusalem was attacked by the Chaldeans. The city must be taken, but surrender may still ensure safety.

1-10. The king's appeal to the prophet, and the reply.

1. Pashur] see on Jeremiah 20:2. Zephaniah] mentioned again Jeremiah 29:25; Jeremiah 37:3; Jeremiah 52:24. In Jeremiah 52 he is spoken of as 'the second priest,' meaning next in rank to the high priest. Both men were for resisting Nebuchadnezzar. 

2. Nebuchadrezzar] meaning, 'O Nebo, defend the landmark'. It is a more correct spelling than 'Nebuchadnezzar' in Jeremiah 34:1. 

4. The defenders will be driven back into the city. 

9. He that goeth out, etc.] Many acted upon this suggestion: see Jeremiah 39:9; Jeremiah 52:16. His life shall be unto him for a prey] i.e. he shall snatch it from destruction. 

10. He shall burn it with fire] see Jeremiah 52:13.

Verse 11

Jeremiah's Thirteenth Prophecy
A collection of short prophecies here forming one group, delivered, however, at various dates, and perhaps reissued with modifications from time to time to suit the needs of successive occasions.

Jeremiah 21:11 to Jeremiah 22:30 deal with the sins of succèssive kings, Jeremiah 23:1-8 give expression to Messianic hopes. Jeremiah 24:1-10 show by the figure of baskets of worthless figs the rottenness to which the state had been reduced under Zedekiah.

Verses 11-14
11-14. Exhortation and warning to the royal house.

12. Execute judgment] An important part of the king's duties was to adjudicate cases of dispute in the open space at the gate of the city: cp. 2 Samuel 15:2. 

13. Valley] see on Jeremiah 17:3.

14. The forest] referring to the houses of Jerusalem clustered together, or perhaps to the house of the forest of Lebanon (1 Kings 7:2).

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-30
1-9. Call to amendment of life.

1. Go down] The king's house was on lower ground than the Temple: cp. Jeremiah 36:12. 

3. The reference is to the special crimes of Jehoiakim more fully stated in Jeremiah 36:13 : cp. 2 Kings 23:35. He oppressed his people in order that though paying tribute to Necho he might yet build himself sumptuous palaces. Neither shed innocent blood] For his sins in this respect cp. Jeremiah 26:20. 

4. Cp. Jeremiah 17:25. 

6. Gilead, with its balm (Jeremiah 8:22) and its flocks of goats (Song of Solomon 4:1; Song of Solomon 6:5), and the forests crowning the highest parts of Lebanon, represent things that are most precious. 

7. Prepare] see on Jeremiah 6:4. Thy choice cedars] either the house of the forest of Lebanon (see on Jeremiah 22:6), or figuratively for the chief men of the state.

10-12. Lament for the fate of Jehoahaz.

10. Weep ye not for the dead] viz. Josiah. The sense is that even his fate (as slain at Megiddo) is preferable to that of his son and successor Jehoahaz (Shallum) carried into hopeless captivity in Egypt: see 2 Kings 23:29-34. Lamentations for Josiah came to be a fixed custom (2 Chronicles 35:25).

13-23. Jehoiakim's evil deeds and fate.

15. Closest thyself] RV 'strivest to excel,' rivalling Solomon with his cedar palaces instead of aiming at just rule. Thy father] Josiah. 

18. Ah my brother! or, Ah sister] The reference may be to a chorus of mourners male and female addressing themselves antiphonally. 

18, 19. The capture and death of Jehoiakim are mentioned in 2 Chronicles 36:6; 2 Kings 24:6.

20. The passages] RV 'Abarim,' a range of mountains in the SE. Thy lovers] Egypt and the other nations whose aid Judah hoped for: see Jeremiah 27:3. 

23. Inhabitant of Lebanon] referring to the king and his nobles as dwelling in cedar houses. How gracious] RV 'how greatly to be pitied.'

24-30. Punishment of Jehoiachin.

24. Coniah] so in Jeremiah 37:1 : called Jeconiah in Jeremiah 24:1, etc. The change of his name to Jehoiachin, as in the case of his uncle Jehoahaz (the Shallum of Jeremiah 22:11), was probably made on his accession to the throne. All three names mean, 'The Lord will establish.' Signet] emblem of royal authority. 

26. See Jeremiah 52:31.

28. A lament over Jehoiachin's fate. Idol] RV 'vessel,' a piece of earthenware cast out as useless. 

29. For the emphasis by three-fold repetition cp. Jeremiah 7:4.

30. Write ye, etc.] addressed to those who kept his family registers. They are bidden to enter the fact now instead of waiting for his death. Even though he had children (1 Chronicles 3:17.) they were not to succeed to the throne. 'Whether childless or not Jehoiachin was the last king of David's line. His uncle, indeed, actually reigned after him, but perished with his sons long before Jehoiachin's death (Jeremiah 52:10).'

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-40
1-4. A remnant shall return.

1. The pastors] i.e. the rulers of Judah.

4. Shepherds] e.g. Ezra, Nehemiah, etc.

5-8. Promise of the Messiah.

5. Branch] rather, 'sprout,' 'shoot,' that which is immediately connected with the root, and contains, as it were, the springs of life. So in Jeremiah 33:15, and in later time Zechariah 3:8; Zechariah 6:12. On the other hand, the word in Isaiah 11:1 denotes 'branch,' properly so called. The v. predicts the coming of an ideal descendant of David, a king who shall reign in righteousness over the people. We see the fulfilment of the prophecy in the spiritual conquests of Christ. And prosper] RV 'and deal wisely,'as David did (1 Samuel 18:5-14). 

6. The Lord our righteousness] RV 'The Lord is our righteousness.' The coming king shall be a righteous ruler, whose reign shall be marked by absolute justice; He shall be called Jehovah-Tsidkenu ('The Lord is our righteousness'); and His name shall be the sign that God will make His people righteous: cp. Jeremiah 33:16. Cp. also 'Immanuel' ('God with us'), Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 8:10.

7, 8. See on Jeremiah 16:14.; The deliverance after the captivity will be even more wonderful than that from Egypt.

9-40. Rebuke of false prophets and priests. Their disgrace is foretold.

10. Swearing] RM 'the curse' (of God).

Pleasant places] RV 'pastures.' Course] manner of life. Force] exercise of power.

13, Samaria] the northern kingdom. In Baal] i.e. the name of Baal. 

14. The representatives of God encourage evil doers by their own misdeeds. 

17. These false prophets promised deliverance from Babylon. 

18. For who hath stood, etc.] meaning that at any rate these false prophets had not done so.

20. Consider] RV 'understand.'

21. Yet they ran] as if appointed. 

23. Think you that My knowledge is subject to human limitations? These men do not deceive Me as they do the people. 

25. I have dreamed] By repeating this formula they caught the ear of the crowd.

28. The contrast between true and false prophecy. God's word contains nourishment and life. Other words are but as chaff, or, rather, straw. 

29. Fire] which consumes the dross. 30, 31. The false prophets steal the phrases of the true, e.g. 'He saith.'

32. Lightness] RV 'vain boasting.'

33. They ask jestingly of Jeremiah, What is thy latest message for us? what is the burdensome oracle of the Lord? 'Burden' was often used in this sense: cp. Nahum 1:1; Habakkuk 1:1; Zechariah 9. What.. burden] LXX 'ye are the burden.'

34, 35. The misused phrase 'the burden of the Lord 'is to be used no more. Some other expression is to take its place. 

36. Every man's burden shall be his use of the word. For he who has jokingly enquired after the 'burden of the Lord' shall find that those lightly spoken words of his are in very deed a load upon him. Perverted] used jestingly.

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-10

The Two Baskets of Figs
The evil figs were such of the people as had not been carried away with Jehoiachin to Babylon after the first siege of Jerusalem, 597 b.c., but had failed to draw any warning from the fate that had overtaken their brethren. Those who had been made captives, on the other hand, should yet be the subjects of God's love and grace. The ripening time for both baskets was over, but here the likeness between them ceased.

1. Carpenters] RV 'craftsmen,' the most valuable captives. 

2. First ripe] In the case of trees bearing twice in the year, the first crop, ripening in June, was considered a special delicacy. Naughty] RV 'bad.'

5. Acknowledge] RV 'regard.'

8. Egypt] cp. Jeremiah 22:10, Jeremiah 22:11. 

9. To be removed into] RV 'to be tossed to and fro among.'

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-38

Jeremiah's Fourteenth Prophecy (Reign of Jehoiakim). The Wine Cup of God's Fury
We have here the first closely dated prophecy, taking us back from Zedekih's reign to the fourth year of Jehoiakim, between the news of the victory of Nebuchadnezzar over Pharaoh-Necho and the Egyptians at Carchemish (605 b.c.) and the arrival of the Chaldean army under the walls of Jerusalem. The prophet advises submission to Babylon as God's agent, but promises its overthrow at the end. of the seventy years' captivity which impends. He announces the judgment that shall descend on the nations.

1-7. The people's prolonged waywardness.

3. The three and twentieth year] of Jeremiah's prophetic ministry. 

7. The works of your hands] i.e. your idols.

8-14. Babylon's victory and subsequent overthrow.

9. Families of the north] the races near the Tigris and Euphrates. My servant] God's agent in carrying out His purposes of chastisement.

11. Seventy years] for the definite number cp. Jeremiah 29:10. The Jewish love for round numbers would lead them to consider the number seventy used in such a connexion as standing for any approximation to that amount. The captivity seems to have been, in fact, for somewhat less than seventy years.

Immediately upon Jeremiah 25:13 there come in the Septuagint (Greek) version of this book the prophecies against foreign nations, which in the English (following the Hebrew) stand at the end (Jeremiah 46-51).

14. Of them] viz. of the Chaldeans. As they have done to the people of God, so shall it be done to them.

15-29. The wine cup of God's fury to be drunk by the nations.

15. Wine cup] representing disaster, so often in OT.: cp. Jeremiah 49:12; Jeremiah 51:7. 

16. Be moved] RV 'reel to and fro.'

17. Then took I the cup] not, however, in a literal sense, the cup being itself only figurative. 

18. As it is this day] a later insertion by Jeremiah or another as comment on the fulfilment. 

20. The mingled people] those who had attached themselves to a nation without being connected with it by blood. Uz] Job's country near Idumea (Lamentations 4:21). Ashkelon, etc.] the chief cities of Philistia. Azzah] RV 'Gaza.'

22. Isles] RV 'isle,' RM 'coastland,' a phrase denoting generally the region W. of Palestine, with special reference to the Grecian Archipelago.

23. For Dedan see on Jeremiah 49:8. Tema and Buz (to which Elihu belonged, Job 32:2) were neighbouring Arabian tribes. Utmost corners] see on Jeremiah 9:26. 

25. Zimri] quite unknown.

26. Sheshach] Sheshach stands in all probability for Babel (or Babylon). The Jews had a species of cypher writing, the form of which consisted in substituting the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet for the first, the last but one for the second, and so on. Omitting vowels, we find that thus Sh, Sh, Ch will represent B, B, L: cp. Jeremiah 51:41, where Sheshach and Babylon stand in parallel clauses. Another instance of the cypher is in Jeremiah 51:1, where the Heb. for 'in the midst of them that rise up against me' becomes, when thus transmuted, 'Casdim,' i.e. Chaldeans.

30-38. Judgment shall come upon all the peoples of the earth.

30. Upon his habitation] RV 'against His fold,' i.e. His people. 

31. Plead] in a legal sense, judge. 

32. Coasts] RV 'uttermost parts.'

34. Shepherds] i.e. rulers. Like a pleasant vessel] fair but fragile. 

37. Habitations are cut down] RV 'folds are brought to silence.'

38. As the lion] The Lord is gone forth in wrath to lay waste.

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-24

Jeremiah's Fifteenth Prophecy (Early in the Reign of Jehoiakim)
For Jeremiah 26:1-8 see intro. to Jeremiah 7-10. This chapter gives us a sketch of the difficulties and dangers under which Jeremiah had spoken the preceding prophecies.

1-6. The prophet warns the people.

6. Like Shiloh] see on Jeremiah 7:12. A curse] i.e. a subject of their cursing, as being contemptible.

8. A prophet speaking without God's command was to be put to death (Deuteronomy 18:20). This was the charge against Jeremiah, and the alleged proof was that God could not permit such a calamity to fall on Jerusalem.

7-15. The charge against Jeremiah, and his defence. 

10. The princes] apparently heads of prominent houses, who had taken up their quarters in Jerusalem.

16-24. The princes and people, not being prejudiced against Jeremiah, as were the prophets and priests, gave a fair decision.

17. The elders] for their action in criminal procedure cp. Deuteronomy 21:2. in civil, Ruth 4:2.

18. Micah] the minor prophet: see Micah 3:12. The king and the people listened to his warnings. 

20-23. An instance of the illtreatment of a prophet. This part of the narrative was probably introduced later. It would have been dangerous for any of those present to have made such an attack upon the reigning king.

24. Ahikam] father of Gedaliah, who, when appointed governor by Nebuchadnezzar, stood the prophet's friend (Jeremiah 39:14; Jeremiah 40:5).

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-22
1-29. Judah is warned to submit to Babylon.

1. For Jehoiakim read 'Zedekiah': see Jeremiah 27:3, Jeremiah 27:12, Jeremiah 27:20. The former word may be a copyist's accidental repetition of Jeremiah 26:1. 

2. It is plain from Jeremiah 28:10 that Jeremiah actually wore a yoke in public. 

3. Messengers] These ambassadors had come to Jerusalem probably with the view of forming an alliance against Babylon. This, however, was not accomplished, as Zedekiah was compelled to go to Babylon and swear allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar (Jeremiah 51:59).

6. My servant] see on Jeremiah 25:9. 

7. Him, and his son, and his son's son] meaning simply that there was to be no speedy riddance. In point of fact, Nebuchadnezzar had three successors, Evil-Merodach, Neriglissar, and Nabonidus, in whose seventeenth year Babylon was taken by Cyrus. The very time] the appointed end.

Great kings] Persia and Media became masters of Babylon.

9-11. Rebellion will entail exile. Therefore let them submit.

16. The vessels, etc.] Some had been taken in Jehoiachin's reign (2 Kings 24:13). The rest were destined to follow (2 Kings 25:13). They were given back by Cyrus (Ezra 1:7). 

19. The sea] in which the priests washed their hands and feet before sacrificing (1 Kings 7:23.). The bases] the supports of the ten lavers (1 Kings 7:27.).

Verses 1-32

Jeremiah's Sixteenth Prophecy (Reign of Zedekiah, Earlier Part). The Babylonian Yoke
Babylon had already shown its power. Jehoiakim and the chief of the people had been carried captive. Zedekiah was king only on sufferance. The neighbouring nations were under those circumstances willing to make common cause with the Jews against Nebuchadnezzar, many of whom, however, refused to realise the gravity of the danger. In these chs., therefore, Jeremiah sets himself to show that the power of Babylon would be permanent and irresistible. He addresses on this subject (Jeremiah 27:1-11) the neighbouring nations, (Jeremiah 27:12-15) Zedekiah, (Jeremiah 27:16-22) the priests and prophets, (Jeremiah 28) the false prophets, (Jeremiah 29) the exiles in Babylon.

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-17
1-11. Opposition of Hananiah and the false prophets.

2. Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel] a formula of Jeremiah's, and hence, perhaps, assumed by Hananiah as implying an equal claim to inspiration.

6. Amen: the Lord do so] i.e. would that it might be so.

7-9. Hananiah's forecasts of peace being in opposition to those of his predecessors, the presumption is against him, and can only be removed by the fulfilment of his predictions (the test laid down in Deuteronomy 18:22), which assuredly is not to take place. 

10. See on Jeremiah 27:2.

12-17. Hananiah rebuked and punished.

13. Hananiah's act by inciting Zedekiah and his people to resistance only makes the servitude which they will have to undergo harsher.

17. The seventh month] cp. Jeremiah 28:1.

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-32
1-14. Jeremiah's letter to the exiles. Release after seventy years.

1. Prophets] The exiles in Babylon had also false prophets, e.g. Ahab and Zedekiah (Jeremiah 29:21), and Shemaiah (of Jeremiah 29:24) among them. But they were on the whole of a better class (see Jeremiah 24:5-7), and the prophet might hope that his words would have more effect. 

2. Carpenters] RV 'craftsmen.'

4-7. They are not to sit loose to the land of their exile, but to make homes for themselves there. Else they will soon dwindle away. 

10. At Babylon] RV 'for Babylon,' referring to the duration of its power: cp. Jeremiah 25:11. 

11. An expected end] RV 'hope in your latter end.'

15-23. The exiles reply:—The prophets here tell us that we shall be delivered speedily. Jeremiah answers that their teaching shall soon be disproved by the overthrow of Jerusalem, and they shall themselves die miserable deaths.

17. Vile figs] cp. Jeremiah 24:2. The exiles would probably already know that prophecy.

24-32. On the arrival of Jeremiah's letter at Babylon, Shemaiah had written to Zephaniah, the acting high priest (Jeremiah 52:24) at Jerusalem, to have the prophet silenced as a madman. Jeremiah, having seen the letter, writes again to denounce the writer, and foretell his punishment. 

26. In prison, and in the stocks] RV 'in the stocks and in shackles.'

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-24
1-9. When the gloom is deepest, deliverance shall come. 

2. In a book] Thus his words would bring abiding comfort in the approaching time of exile. 

3. Bring] RV 'turn.'

4. Concerning Israel.. Judah] Both divisions of the kingdom of David are the subject of Jeremiah 31 : see above. 

5. Of fear, and not of peace] RM 'There is fear and no peace,' and the present circumstances are evil. There is nothing but fear and terror in the hearts and on the faces of men. 

7. That day] the day of Babylon's overthrow. 

8. Serve themselves of him] see on Jeremiah 25:14. 

9. David their king] the ideal Mng who, as coming of David's line, here receives his name. So in Ezekiel 34:23. Ezekiel 37:24. For David, meaning the line of kings of his house, see 1 Kings 12:16.

10-17. God will remember Israel in her affliction. 

11. In measure, etc.] RV ' with judgment, and will in no wise leave thee.'

12-15. These vv. describe the present condition from which the nation shall be delivered.

13. Thy cause, that thou.. medicines] rather, join 'that thou,' etc., with what follows. 'For the closing up of thy wound there is no healing, no plaister.'

14. Thy lovers] the nations that sought to ally themselves with thee: see Jeremiah 27:3
18-24. Jerusalem shall be restored to favour.

18. Bring] see on Jeremiah 30:3. Tents] a name for dwellings generally, which was retained from nomadic times: cp. Jeremiah 4:20. Remain] RM 'be inhabited.' After the manner thereof] occupied by a Mag, and kept up suitably as aforetime.

21. Nobles] RV 'prince,' a reference to the ideal king. Of themselves] no longer foreigners. Engaged his heart] RV 'hath had boldness.' The new Mng will have close access to Jehovah. He will do His will, and rule in righteousness. And is not this to know the Lord? (Jeremiah 22:16). 

23, 24. These vv. are nearly identical with Jeremiah 23:19. 

24. Consider] RV 'understand.'

Verses 1-26

Jeremiah's Seventeenth Prophecy (Reign of Zedekiah During the Siege). Israel's Hope
Hitherto the general character of Jeremiah's prophecies has been gloomy. The whole tone of this section, on the other hand, is one of hopefulness, which is the more remarkable inasmuch as it was delivered at a time when the prophet was subject to imprisonment, and famine and pestilence held possession of the city, and the prospects of the nation were at their lowest. It was under such circumstances then that it was announced through Jeremiah that the chosen people should not perish, that through them the Gentile nations should be led to a knowledge of the true God, that the Righteous Branch should yet arise from the house of David, and Zion 'shall be called, The Lord our righteousness': see on Jeremiah 33:16.

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-40
1-22. Jeremiah speaks of the restoration first of Israel (Ephraim, Jeremiah 31:2-22), then of Judah (Jeremiah 31:23.). Those who survive the sufferings of the captivity are promised a safe journey home. The words, 'found grace in the wilderness' (Jeremiah 31:2) are probably an allusion to the journey from Egypt under Moses, which was thus a prophecy to the captive Israelites of the return from Assyria.

3. In this v. the people are the speakers.

4. Tabrets] tambourines. 

5. Shall eat them as common things] RV 'shall enjoy the fruit thereof.'

6. Watchmen] posted on heights to announce seasons of prayer and, according to Jewish tradition, the appearance of the new moon as determining the dates of festivals. In the present case they are posted on the hills of Ephraim that members of the northern kingdom may go up to keep the feasts in Jerusalem, thus betokening the reunion of the Twelve Tribes in worship. 

8. The blind, etc.] None, even the feeblest, shall be left behind. Thither] RV 'hither' to Palestine. 

9. With weeping] tears at once of contrition and joy. Ephraim is my firstborn] see 1 Chronicles 5:1. God will not forget the house of Joseph, the head of northern Israel.

10. The isles] see on Jeremiah 25:22. 

12. To the goodness of the Lord] to receive from Him the blessings of a fruitful land. For wheat, etc.] RV 'to the corn, and to the wine.' Sorrow] rather, 'droop,' 'fade,' keeping up the image of a garden. 

13. Both young men] RV 'and the young men' (shall rejoice with the old). 

14. The sacrifices shall be so numerous that the priests and their families shall have abundance for their share: see Leviticus 7:31.

15. The mourning which took place at Ramah, whether on account of some unrecorded butchery there on the part of the Chaldean conquerors, or in reference to their general cruelty to the exiles there assembled for deportation to Babylon (see Jeremiah 40:1), is referred to by St. Matthew (Matthew 2:17.) as a forecast of the wailing at the slaughter of the Innocents by Herod. Rahel] the appropriateness of calling upon Rachel to weep in Ramah consists in this, that she, the one of Jacob's wives who had so ardently longed for children and the mother of Joseph and so of Ephraim and of Manasseh (whose lot was with Judah), should lament the overthrow of her offspring in a conspicuous border town of the two kingdoms, with both of which she was thus immediately connected.

16. Thy work shall be rewarded] Rachel by the death of her descendants had, as it were, been deprived of the reward for which she had laboured in bearing ajid bringing up children. Now by their restoration she shall at last receive her recompense. 

17. In thine end] RV 'for thy latter end.'

18. Ephraim] i.e. the northern kingdom, which for over 100 years had been devastated by the Assyrians, and its people exiled. 

19. Instructed] by punishment. I smote, etc.] in contrition. The reproach of my youth] the shame incurred through the sins of his youth.

20. God is represented as addressing Himself even as a father might do, when dwelling upon the ingratitude and rebellion of a son, whom, nevertheless, he cannot but continue to love.

Pleasant] i.e. beloved. Bowels] the supposed seat of the emotions. 

21. High heaps] RV 'guide-posts' for the returning exiles.

22. Compass] i.e. as protector. In the peaceful future the women will be a sufficient guard against danger from without, while the men perform their daily tasks.

23-26. The Lord now turns from Israel (Ephraim) to Judah and promises her like blessings.

23. As yet] RV 'yet again.' Habitation of justice] the same expression is used of the Lord in Jeremiah 50:7. Mountain of holiness] Jerusalem, or in particular the Temple mount.

26. The words of the prophet at the conclusion of his pleasant vision.

27. I will sow, etc.] a figure to express prosperity and rapid increase.

28. See on Jeremiah 1:10.

29-34. The new covenant between Jehovah and His people.

29, 30. The proverb here quoted, which was common among the Jews, induced them to throw upon their predecessors the responsibility for their own misdeeds. Accordingly the prophet restates in an amended form the truth which it embodies. It was true that their fathers had sinned, but the children had repeated their sins and they were suffering the consequences of their own acts. The prophet emphasises individual responsibility for sin.

31-34. The new covenant is to be of a spiritual, personal character, rather than external and national. It shall supersede that of the exodus, and shall differ from the older Law both in permanence and in the spring of action. Under it the sense of forgiveness (Jeremiah 31:34) ensures a willing service based on love, not on fear. 'God comes to man as giving and not as requiring': so Bp. Westcott on Hebrews 8:8-12, which reproduces this passage, applying it to the Christian dispensation.

34. The sense is not that there shall be no longer any need of instruction in religion, but that for both Jews and Gentiles there shall be directness of access to God. It was left for later times to reveal clearly Christ as the means of this approach.

35. Which divideth the sea when] RV 'which stirreth up the sea, that.'

36. Israel's national existence is as assured as the unchangeableness of the laws imposed by God on the universe, or as its limitless character.

38-40. See on Jeremiah 7:31. Jerusalem in her future extension is to enclose spaces hitherto considered unclean. Tower of Hananeel] at the NE. corner. The gate of the corner] at the NW. (see on 2 Kings 14:13). Gareb.. Goath] not mentioned elsewhere. Gareb means 'leper's hill.'

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-44
This chapter forms the introduction to the most continuously historical part of the book, which describes incidents in the two years preceding the final destruction of Jerusalem, viz. chs.

34-43. The first of these incidents is here given, viz. Jeremiah's purchase with all legal formality of a field of which he had the right of redemption, in order to encourage the people while the Chaldeans were investing the city by showing thus his faith in the return which he foretells in these chs.

1-5. The general position.

2. Of the prison] RV 'of the guard,' i.e. of the palace sentries. For Jeremiah's imprisonment see Jeremiah 37, 38.

6-15. Jeremiah's purchase at Anathoth.

6. An interesting example of legal proceedings in connexion with Hebrew land customs: cp. Ruth 4:1-8. 

7. If land was to be sold it was the duty of the nearest of kin to buy it, so that it should not pass from one family to another: see Leviticus 25:24.; Ruth 4:6.

8. Jeremiah bought the estate as next heir by the right of preemption. 

10. The evidence] RV 'the deed,' and so in Jeremiah 32:11-12, Jeremiah 32:14, Jeremiah 32:44. Jeremiah made out two copies of the deed, one to be sealed, the other left open, the former to be referred to in case at any time it were suspected that the latter had been tarn-pered with. 

11. According to the law and custom] RM 'containing the terms and conditions.'

15. Possessed] RV 'bought.'

16-25. Jeremiah cannot reconcile the obvious sense of the transaction which he had just carried out at the Lord's command, with the overthrow which he had been so often bidden to announce to the guilty city. 

24. Mounts] see on Jeremiah 6:6.

26-35. The first part of God's reply, viz. judgment.

36-44. The second part of God's reply, viz. mercy. 

36. The words resume the thought of Jeremiah 32:27, 'Is there anything too hard for me?'

44. The mountains.. the valley.. the south] The several parts of the land are specified, viz. the central (hilly) portion, the plains westward from it to the sea, and the thinly inhabited S. of Judah. Cause their captivity to return] i.e. restore them from captivity.

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-26
1-13. Restoration and honour again promised.

1. See on Jeremiah 32:2. 

2. The maker thereof] RV 'that doeth it' (viz. that which He hath purposed). 

4. By the mounts, and by the sword] RV 'to make a defence against the mounts, and against the sword,' to make room for the besieged to erect defensive works. For 'mounts'see Jeremiah 6:6. 

5. They] the besieged. The only result of their fighting is that they fill these houses with the slain. 

11. Praise the Lord, etc.] Jeremiah quotes from the Temple liturgical forms: cp. 2 Chronicles 5:13.; Psalms 106:1.

13. Mountains, etc.] see on Jeremiah 32:44. Telleth] counteth.

14-18. Permanence of the kingly and priestly line.

15, 16. See on Jeremiah 23:5. 

16. The Lord our righteousness] RV 'The Lord is our righteousness.' The name is here given to the city, as it was given in Jeremiah 23:6 to the king.

17, 18. In these vv. the prophet declares the permanence of the office of king in the Davidic line, and of the priesthood among the Levites. The prophecy is sometimes mystically interpreted of Christ. 

18. Meat offerings] see on Jeremiah 17:26.

19-26. God's covenant is as sure as the ordinances of nature.

19f. See on Jeremiah 31:36 for the argument. 

21. For the covenant with David's line see 2 Samuel 7:12., and for that with the Levites (in the person of Phinehas) Numbers 25:18. 

24. The people, seeing that both Israel and Judah (the two families) are being apparently cast off, despise their own nation, despair of any better days, and consider their national existence to be a thing of the past.

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-22

Jeremiah's Eighteenth Prophecy (Reign of Zedekiah). The Fate of Zedekiah. The Treatment of Hebrew Slaves
Early in the campaign of Nebuchadnezzar, whose scheme of conquest included all the region as far as Egypt inclusive, the policy urged by Jeremiah was that Zedekiah should make the best terms he could. In this chapter we seem to have a sort of abbreviated memorandum of the conditional promise, which in that case the prophet was commissioned to announce to Zedekiah, viz. peace followed by kingly obsequies. The condition, here omitted, is expressed in Jeremiah 38:17.

The laws as to the limitation of the length of servitude in the case of Hebrew slaves (Exodus 21:2; Leviticus 25:39-55) had apparently fallen out of use with many Jews, especially in the country parts. Very possibly the arrival of many of the wealthier Jews at Jerusalem from the country to escape the invading army made the laxity on their part more conspicuous by contrast. The agreement here spoken of seems to have been brought about in view of the impending danger of invasion, in resisting which the slaves, if enfranchised, might be more willing to co-operate. But when the Babylonian army withdrew, for a short time (Jeremiah 37:5) to meet the Egyptian forces, which they believed to be threatening them, the masters basely cancelled their agreement.

1-7. Capture and burning of Jerusalem foretold.

3. Thine eyes shall behold.. the king, etc.] i.e. at Riblah, before being blinded and carried to Babylon: see Jeremiah 39:7; Jeremiah 52:9, and cp. Jeremiah 32:4; Ezekiel 12:13.

5. Shall they burn odours] RV 'Shall they make a burning': see details in 2 Chronicles 16:14.

7. Against Lachish, and against Azekah] in SW. of Judah near the border of Egypt. Nebuchadnezzar would not venture to advance into that country on his career of conquest, leaving these fortresses untaken.

8-22. The masters of Hebrew slaves to be punished for their cruel treatment of them.

13. Out of the house of bondmen] The point is that Israel's position at the time when the covenant was made, as having themselves been delivered from Egyptian slavery, should have taught them better. 

17. The people shall no longer as hitherto be under God's protection as His servants, but be thrown by Him on their own resources, and so exposed to their perils. 

18. Cut the calf in twain] For such mode of ratifying a covenant see on Genesis 15:8.

21. Which are gone up from you] i.e. which have raised the siege for the time.

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-19

Jeremiah's Nineteenth Prophecy (Reign of Jehoiakim). The Obedience of the Rechabites
This and Jeremiah 36 form a break in the narrative, bringing us back from the tenth year of Zedekiah to the insecurity which followed upon Nebuchadnezzars victory of Carchemish (fourth year of Jehoiakim), when predatory bands of Chaldeans and others had compelled many of the inhabitants of Palestine to take refuge within Jerusalem. Among these were the Rechabites, a nomadic tribe of Kenite descent. The prophet contrasts their obedience to the precepts of their leader Jonadab (who lived about two centuries and a half before this time, 2 Kings 10:15;) with the disobedience of Judah. Each shall receive its meet recompense.

1-11. The Rechabites'rule of life.

2. The Rechabites were descended from Hobab, brother-in-law of Moses, of the Kenite tribe. They migrated with the Israelites from the wilderness to Palestine: cp. Numbers 10:29-32; Judges 1:16.; 

5. Pots] RV 'bowls.'

6. Commanded us, etc.] perhaps owing to the excess which he saw to be fostered by city life. For Jonadab see 2 Kings 10:15.

12-17. Application of the lesson to the Jews.

18, 19. The Rechabites'reward.

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-32

Events Connected with the Collection of Jeremiah's Prophecies into a Volume (4th and 5th years of Jehoiakim)
The prophecies concerning Israel and Judah are now ended, and we have here the record of the embodying in a permanent form by Jeremiah of the substance of these prophecies. For further remarks see Intro.

2. A roll of a book] Several skins were stitched together and attached to a roller of wood. The writing was arranged in columns parallel to the roller, so that as the parchment was gradually unfolded the successive columns could be read. 

4. Baruch] the prophet's companion and assistant already mentioned (Jeremiah 32:12.). 

5. Shut up] not meaning imprisoned (with which Jeremiah 36:19 would be inconsistent), but hindered perhaps by the extreme unpopularity of his recent utterances.

9. In the ninth month] our December. It was thus a specially appointed fast, not that of the seventh month which alone was prescribed by the Law (Leviticus 16:29; Leviticus 23:27). 

10. Gemariah] he was brother of Ahikam (see Jeremiah 26:24), who was friendly to Jeremiah and distinct from Gemariah of Jeremiah 29:3.

11. When Michaiah.. had heard] As it was in the chamber of Michaiah's father that Baruch had been allowed to read the roll, Gemariah, who was engaged at a council of the leading men in another room, would naturally be desirous to learn as soon as might be what had occurred. 

12. Went down] see on Jeremiah 22:1. Elnathan] mentioned in Jeremiah 26:22.

15. Sit down] Baruch was invited to take the position ordinarily assumed by an Eastern teacher. This together with Jeremiah 36:19 shows that the princes were favourably disposed towards Jeremiah. 

17. How didst thou write, etc.] They desired to know how much was Baruch's own that they might be able to state to the king the amount of responsibility that rested upon each.

22. The winter-house] a separate portion of the palace, as appears from Amos 3:15. On the hearth] RV 'in the brasier': so in Jeremiah 36:23. Braziers containing charcoal were placed in a depression in the middle of a room for warming purposes. 

23. Leaves] RM 'columns': see on Jeremiah 36:2. He] i.e. the king. 

24. They were not afraid.. neither the king, etc.] Contrast with this the conduct of the king's father Josiah when the newly discovered Book of the Law was read to him (2 Kings 22:11).

29. Shall certainly come, etc.] fulfilled in the time of Jehoiakim's son, Jehoiachin, and finally when Zedekiah was carried captive.

30. He shall have none to sit, etc.] for his son was carried captive in three months from his accession: cp. Jeremiah 22:30. His dead body, etc.] see on Jeremiah 22:19. 

32. The substance of the second roll is doubtless to a large extent preserved to us in this book.

37 Chapter 37 

Verses 1-21
1-5. The general position.

1. Coniah] see on Jeremiah 22:24. Whom] referring to Zedekiah. 

3. Zephaniah] see on Jeremiah 21:1.

5. This refers to the temporary raising of the siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonians on the approach of an Egyptian army under Pharaoh-Hophra. He either retired or was defeated, for the siege was soon renewed.

6-10. The return of the Chaldeans foretold.

11-15. Jeremiah imprisoned.

12. To separate himself thence] RV 'to receive his portion there,'probably referring to an allotment of communal land at Anathoth.

In the midst of the people] there was naturally a rush to get out of the city on account of the confinement as well as the scarcity of provisions.

16-21. The king takes compassion on Jeremiah.

16. Cabins] RV 'cells.'

17. Secretly] dreading in his weakness the interference of the princes. 

21. See on Jeremiah 32:2.

Verses 1-28

Events during the Siege of Jerusalem (Reign of Zedekiah)
Here after two parenthetical chapters (35, 36) concerning the time of Jehoiakim, we revert to the narrative (beginning in Jeremiah 32) of the last two years of Zedekiah.

38 Chapter 38 

Verses 1-28
1-3. The removal of Jeremiah from the prison was favourable to the publication of his message. Hence the alarm of the princes.

1. Pashur] see on Jeremiah 20:2.

2. He that goeth forth] i.e. submits: so Jeremiah 38:17.

6. Dungeon] RM 'pit,'or cistern. It is conjectured that Psalms 69 may have been composed by Jeremiah on this occasion.

7-13. Jeremiah is rescued by Ebed-melech. 

10. Thirty] possibly a copyist's error for 'three.'The two words resemble each other much more closely in Hebrew than in English.

14-28. The king again asks the prophet's advice. Result.

14. The third entry] Probably referring to some passage between the Temple and the palace. 

15. Wilt thou not hearken unto me?] RV 'Thou wilt not hearken unto me.'

18. The king of Babylon's princes] Nebuchadnezzar was probably himself at Riblah: see Jeremiah 39:5.

19. And they mock me] for not surrendering sooner as they had done.

22. The women of the harem shall join in the reproaches, saying, Thy friends have persuaded thee against thy better judgment, and then deserted thee.

24-26. Zedekiah's weakness is again conspicuous. 

28. And he was, etc.] RV 'And it came to pass when Jerusalem was taken'; the words thus belonging not to what precedes, but to Jeremiah 39.

39 Chapter 39 

Verses 1-7

Jeremiah's History from the Fall of Jerusalem till he goes down to Egypt. See Introduction
Verses 1-18

The Capture of Jerusalem (11th year of Zedekiah)
The narrative in this c., with some varieties in detail, coincides with that of Jeremiah 52 and with 2 Kings 25.

1-7. The city taken. Zedekiah's fate.

3. From the Eng. it would appear that there are six persons named. But Rab-saris (chief of the eunuchs) and Rab-mag (chief of the sorcerers) are only the titles of those whose names they follow. 

4. The way of the plain] so as to escape to the eastern bank of Jordan. 

5. Riblah] on the high road between Palestine and Babylon. 

7. See on Jeremiah 34:3. Putting out the eyes was a common punishment in the East.

8-10. Fate of the city. If we had only this narrative we should suppose that Nebuzaradan was present in person, but Jeremiah 52:12 shows that he did not arrive till a month after the taking of the city.

11-14. Nebuchadnezzar and the prophet. 

12. Look well to him] for Jeremiah had always counselled submission to Babylon: cp. Jeremiah 40:1. 

14. Gedaliah] see on Jeremiah 26:24
15-18. Message to Ebed-melech.

40 Chapter 40 

Verses 1-16

Gedaliah as Governor (586 b.c.)
Jeremiah 40:7 to Jeremiah 43:6 are briefly summarised in 2 Kings 25:22-26. The account in the book of Kings mentions merely the accomplished results; while here the process by which these results were brought about are fully detailed. We learn here in particular that Ishmael benNethaniah was prompted to assassinate Gedaliah by the Ammonite king, Baalis, and that Gedaliah was warned of the plot by Johanan, but that he refused to believe that Ishmael would do such a thing. Full details of the slaughter of the people at Mizpah are also given here, as well as an account of the pursuit of Ishmael by Johanan and the recovery of the captives. We are told here also what is omitted in Kings that when Johanan desired to go to Egypt for safety, Jeremiah sought to dissuade him, promising safety if the people remained in Judah, but destruction if they went to Egypt. Johanan, however, was incredulous, and took the remnant of Judah down to Tahpanhes in Egypt, and with them Jeremiah and Baruch.

1. The word that came] including the history which follows. No prophetic utterance comes till Jeremiah 42:9. To the Jews history and prophecy were intimately connected; e.g. they included most of the historical books of the Bible under the title of Prophets.

5. Reward] RV 'present.'

6. Mizpah] a city of Benjamin, NW. of Jerusalem, and the chief scene of the events now to be described. 

7. Forces which were in the fields] keeping out of the way until the Babylonian army departed, and they should have learned the nature of the new government: cp. Jeremiah 40:13.

8. The Netophathite] Netophah was a village near Bethlehem (Nehemiah 7:26).

10. Gather ye wine, etc.] Make provision for the winter.

12. Returned] reassured by the fact that the new governor was their own countryman.

14. Ishmael felt aggrieved that he, though of royal birth (see Jeremiah 41:1), had been set aside in favour of Gedaliah. The instigation by Baalis may have arisen through designs of conquest.

41 Chapter 41 

Verses 1-18

Plot against Gedaliah and its Results (586 b.c.)
1-10. Ishmael murders Gedaliah and others, and carries off captives.

1. And the princes] RV 'and one of the chief officers'; a further description of Ishmael himself, not an addition to his band. Even] RV 'and.'

5. Having their beards shaven, etc.] in mourning for the destruction of the Temple: see on Jeremiah 16:6. 

6. Weeping all along] feigning equal concern with them, so as to put them off their guard. 

7. Pit] RV 'cistern.'

8. Treasures] RV 'stores hidden.'Dry cisterns, covered with a deep layer of earth, are commonly used for this purpose in the East. 

9. Because of] RV 'by the side of,'i.e. their bodies placed by his. Asa.. Baasha] see 1 Kings 15:22.

11-18. Johanan rescues the captives and they start for Egypt.

12. Gibeon] the modern El-jib, a city of the priests (Joshua 18:25; Joshua 21:17), in the tribe of Benjamin. 

14. Cast about] turned round.

15. These acts of treachery may well have been connected with woes predicted for Ammon in Jeremiah 49:1. 

17. The habitation of Chimham] RM 'the lodging place'(i.e. irai or khan) of Chimham: see 2 Samuel 19:37. It was natural that David as a mark of gratitude to the son of Barzillai should have given Chimham a piece of his patrimony.

42 Chapter 42 

Verses 1-22

Jeremiah's Message from God to Johanan
1. Jezaniah] the Azariah of Jeremiah 43:2 (and probably not the Jezaniah of Jeremiah 40:8).

7-22. The people are forbidden to go down to Egypt. Jeremiah had always denounced connexion with Egypt (Jeremiah 2:36; Jeremiah 37:7).

15. And now] RV 'now.'

20. Ye dissembled in your hearts] RV 'ye have dealt deceitfully against your own souls,'i.e. while persuading yourselves that you are prepared to accept God's decision, all the while nothing but your own way would content you.

43 Chapter 43 

Verses 1-13

The Fate of Egypt
1-7. They disobey and go to Egypt.

7. Tahpanhes] see on Jeremiah 2:16.

Here ends the historical portion of the book, the remainder consisting of prophecies directed mainly against foreign nations.

8-13. Prophecy of the overthrow of Egypt.

9. In the clay in the brick-kiln] RV 'in mortar in the brickwork.'

11. Death] by famine or pestilence. 

12. Nebuchadnezzar shall have no more difficulty in spoiling Egypt than has the shepherd in wrapping his outer garment about him after his labour.

13. Images] RV 'pillars,'RM 'obelisks.'

Beth-shemesh (Gk. 'Heliopolis,'Egyptian 'On') was a city of obelisks, two of which stood before the Temple of the Sun. Its site is about 10 m. NE. of Cairo.

44 Chapter 44 

Verses 1-30

Jeremiah's Latest Prophecy (after 586 b.c.). (The prophecies against the Gentile nations (Jeremiah 46-51) were mostly uttered after the battle of Carchemish, 605 b.c.)
He denounces the unabated idolatry which still characterised the people now that they dwelt in Egypt. Their experience of suffering had taught them nothing.

1-10. Jeremiah's countrymen rebuked.

1. Migdol] on the northern boundary of Egypt. For Noph and Tahpanhes see on Jeremiah 2:16.

8. The works of your hands] i.e. your idols. Might cut yourselves off] RV 'may be cut off.'

11-14. Their punishment foretold. 

15-19. They persist in their idolatry.

15. All the women that stood by] Probably the occasion was an idolatrous festival in which the women were taking a leading part. All the people, etc.] not, of course, to be taken literally, but meaning that they were very numerous and represented the whole.

17. Whatsoever thing goeth forth] RV 'every word that is gone forth.'They refer to their religious vows: cp. Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:23.

Queen of heaven] see on Jeremiah 7:18. Then had we plenty of victuals] They perversely attribute the misfortunes which had befallen their country from the battle of Megiddo and death of Josiah onwards to the attack made upon idolatry (2 Kings 23) by that king, and not to the gradual degradation of the people through the medium of that idolatry during the reigns of Manasseh and A mon and the earlier part of that of Josiah. 

19. Worship] RM 'pourtray,'refer-ring to the full moon, as represented either by the shape of the cake itself or by a'figure upon it. Men] RV 'husbands.'A wife's vow was not binding unless with the consent of the husband: see Numbers 30:6.

20-23. Jeremiah answers. It was, he says, owing to the idolatry, which had been so long rampant and which Josiah's reforms had scotched, not killed, that the overthrow at last came.

25. With your hand] BV 'with your hands,'pointing, perhaps, to the cakes which they were carrying. Ye will surely, etc.] RV 'Establish then.. and perform.'If ye persist, then be it so. 

26. As being faithless to their covenant with God, they shall lose the right of calling upon His name as such. 

29. The sign referred to, viz. Nebuchadnezzar's invasion of Egypt, did not take place till 586 b.c. For other instances of a sign not to take effect for a considerable time after its announcement cp. Exodus 3:12; 2 Kings 19:29
It is not improbable that it was on this occasion that Jeremiah met with a martyr's death at the hands of his apostate countrymen, as tradition recounts.

45 Chapter 45 

Verses 1-5


Baritch's Appendix to the Roll of Jeremiah 36
Baruch, a man of social position (see Intro.), seems to have expected either important office in the state or more probably the gift of prophecy. On the occasion of his writing of the roll at Jeremiah's dictation, the prophet warns him that his ambition is not to be gratified.

3. Sorrow] RV 'pain 'at the sins of his countrymen. The added 'grief was caused by the predictions of punishment.'

5. But thy life, etc.] Baruch's life should be preserved amidst all perils.

46 Chapter 46 

Verses 1-28

Against Egypt
1. Against the Gentiles] RV 'concerning the nations 'around.

2. Carchemish] see Intro, and 2 Chronicles 35:20-24 also on Jeremiah 47:1.

3-6. A lively description of the preparation and advance, followed by the defeat at Carchemish. 

4. Brigandines] RV 'coats of mail.'

5. Seen them dismayed] RV 'seen it? They are dismayed.'

7. A flood] RV 'the Nile,'their own sacred river in its annual overflow. So in Jeremiah 46:8.

9. The Ethiopians, etc.] mercenary troops forming the chief part of the Egyptian armies.

10. A day of vengeance] on the Egyptians. They are to be the sacrifice, because of their treachery to Judah. 

11. The medical science of Egypt was in high repute. 

12. The land] RV 'the earth.'

13. The second part of the prophecy con-corning Egypt suggests by its tone a more intimate acquaintance, and is probably to be ascribed to the time of the prophet's residence in that country.

14. See on Jeremiah 44:1 and Jeremiah 2:10. 

16. They said] the mercenaries: see on Jeremiah 2:9. 

17. The time appointed] the period of grace is over.

18. Omit the second is. The v. means that Nebuchadnezzar shall resemble Tabor and Carmel, standing out conspicuous as compared with neighbouring rulers.

20. Is like] RV 'is.'This probably is an allusion to the sacred bull Apis, worshipped at Memphis. Destruction] RM 'the gadfly.' The north] i.e. Chaldea. 

22. Like a serpent] rustling as it escapes through the thick underwood. Such shall be the sound of Egypt as it flees away. 

23. Her forest] her beauty: cp. Jeremiah 21:14.

Grasshoppers] RV 'locusts.'

25. The multitude of No] RV 'Amon of No,'i.e. the god worshipped there. No] i.e. Thebes in Upper Egypt.

Verses 1-64

Prophecies Concerning the Nations
The custom of placing in a group, as here, prophecies against heathen nations is illustrated by Isaiah (Jeremiah 13-33), Ezekiel (Jeremiah 25-32), and Amos (Jeremiah 1, 2). For the position of the prophecies at the end of the book as compared with that which they hold in the LXX, see Intro, and on Jeremiah 25:11. We may divide them thus:—(a) Jeremiah 46-49 (mostly of the fourth year of Jehoiakim). This section contains prophe-oies concerning Egypt and five other nations doubtless included in the roll of Jeremiah 36, with the exception of the second concerning Egypt (Jeremiah 46:14-28 : see note on Jeremiah 46:13) and of the last against Elam (Jeremiah 49:34-39 : first year of Zedekiah). These prophecies follow a natural order. Egypt is at the head as the nation whose over-throw by Nebuchadnezzar would be the signal to those others of a similar fate. We go thenc to Philistia (including Tyre and Sidon); then (passing round to the E. of Palestine) to Moab, Ammon, and Edom; then to Damascus, as representing the kingdoms of the North; to Kedar and Hazor, as indicating the kings mentioned in the summary of Jeremiah 25:24 while, lastly, the nations of the East are included under Elam.

(b) Jeremiah 50, 51 (of doubtful authorship). This prophecy concerning Babylon forms an appropriate conclusion to the series. The nations immediately bordering upon Palestine have had their fate foretold, and then the more remote. Now the empire which was to execute God's vengeance upon them is itself, declared to be destined in its turn to fall. See further, in intro. to Jeremiah 50.

47 Chapter 47 

Verses 1-7

Against Philistia
The Chaldean armed men with horses and chariots shall carry terror and desolation into Philistia and its cities.

1. Before that Pharaoh smote Gaza] The main views as to the date of this prophecy are (a) that the 'Pharaoh 'is Necho, and that he captured Gaza about the time of his defeat of Josiah's army at Megiddo (608 b.c.); (b) that the reference is to the same king, as having taken Gaza on his way back from his defeat at Carchemish (605 b.c.); (c) that the 'Pharaoh' is Hophra (588-570 b.c.), and that he captured Gaza in the course of an expedition against Tyre and Sidon.

2. Waters.. out of the north] i.e. the Chaldean army. 

4. Caphtor] the place of origin of the Philistines (see Deuteronomy 2:28; Amos 9:7), probably to be identified with Crete. 

5. Baldness] in token of mourning: cp. Jeremiah 48:37. Cut thyself] see on Jeremiah 16:6.

6. The prayer of the Philistines. 

7. Jere- miah's reply.

48 Chapter 48 

Verses 1-47

Against Moab
Moab, in recompense for its pride and security, and for its triumphing over Israel in the day of her calamity, shall itself be laid waste and taken captive: cp. the 'burden of Moab 'in Isaiah 15, 16.

1. Nebo] not the mountain, but the Reubenite town (Numbers 32:38), which had been annexed by Mesha, king of Moab (about 895 b.c.), according to the 'Moabite Stone 'records. Several places mentioned in this chapter have not been certainly identified. 

2. Heshbon] an Ammonite town on the border of Moab, where the Chaldean invaders would lay their final plans. Madmen] a place unknown. 

5. RV 'For by the ascent of Luhith with continual weeping shall they go up.'

6. The heath] see on Jeremiah 17:6. 

7. Chemosh] the god of Moab's national worship. 

8. The valley] of Jordan, bounding part of Moab on the W. 

10. Deceitfully] RV 'negligently.'Moab's foe must not be slack in executing God's command.

11. Settled on his lees] i.e. like wine which has remained undisturbed and not lost its flavour. Lees means sediment. Moab had retained its strength, but it was not to last.

12. Wanderers, that shall cause him to wander] RV 'them that pour off, and they shall pour him off.'The figure of jars of wine is continued. They are emptied by being tilted on one side, an operation that was performed slowly and carefully, that the jars might be safe and the wine run off clear, while the sediment was left. This work, however, in the case of Moab, shall be done roughly. 

13. Bethel] the southern seat of the idolatrous worship introduced by Jeroboam (1 Kings 12:29).

15. And gone up out of her cities] RM 'and her cities are gone up in smoke? 

18. Come down] Dibon stands on two hills. 

25. Horn] symbol of strength and pride. 

27. Was he found among thieves] that he merited such treatment. Since] RV 'as often as.'

30. But, etc.] RV 'that it is nought; his boastings have wrought nothing.'

32. Cp. Isaiah 16:8, Isaiah 16:9. with] RV 'with more than.' Plants] RV 'branches.'Sibmah seems to have been famous for its vineyards. Over the sea] as far as the W. shore of the Dead Sea. Jazer] N. of Heshbon. Near its ruins are two large ponds. 

33. Their shouting, etc.] The vintage shout shall be changed to the cry of panic.

36. Pipes] They were used at funerals, so that the word is appropriate to express mourning. 

37. All shall have the usual emblems of mourning: cp. Jeremiah 47:5.

38. Vessel] see on Jeremiah 22:28.

40. He shall fly] i.e. the Chaldean power.

45. They that fled.. force] RV 'They that fled stand without strength under the shadow of Heshbon.'While the fugitives of Moab wait in hope of aid under the walls of the Ammonite city, there bursts forth from it a flame kindled by the Chaldean foe like that which in old days was kindled at the same place by Sihon, the Amorite conqueror (Numbers 21:28).

Tumultuous ones] the fugitives.

47. For the note of comfort at the end of the prophecy cp. Jeremiah 46:26; Jeremiah 49:6-39.

49 Chapter 49 

Verses 1-39

Against Ammon, Edom, and other Nations
1-6. The territory of Ammon was N. of Moab, and the two peoples were connected by descent. The carrying away of the tribes on the E. of Jordan by Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria (2 Kings 15:29), strengthened the hands of Ammon, and it is their occupation of the portion of Gad upon that occasion that forms the crime which is dwelt on in this prophecy, and which shall bring on them judgment.

1. Their king] RV 'Malcam,'or Moloch, the god of the Ammonites, and so in Jeremiah 49:3. So in Jeremiah 48:7 Chemosh is used for 'Moab.'

2, 3. Rabbah.. Heshbon.. Ai] Ammonite towns.

Hedges] fences, inclosures of vineyards.

4. Thy flowing valley] Ammon was full of valleys and streams running into Jordan.

7-22. Concerning Edom] The bitterness of the tone in which Edom is addressed in this prophecy is doubtless to be ascribed to the affinity between them and the Jews, which made the unnatural exultation of Edom over the fallen fortunes of their kinsmen the more offensive.

Much of the earlier part of this prophecy is almost verbally the same as Obadiah 1:1-8, while in Obadiah the vv. come in more natural sequence. Obadiah seems to have written (see his Jeremiah 49:11) after the destruction of Jerusalem, whereas the prophecy in Jeremiah is connected by its grouping with the 4th year of Jehoiakim (see intro. to Jeremiah 46-49). To meet this difficulty it has been suggested either (a) that the earlier part of Obadiah's prophecy was written before Nebuchadnezzar's overthrow of Jerusalem, and only the latter part after that event; or, (b) that both prophets embodied in their writings an earlier prediction. Another suggested solution is that Obadiah is referring to an earlier overthrow, viz. in the time of Jehoram (2 Chronicles 21:17).

7. Is wisdom no more in Teman?] Wisdom seems to have been a special characteristic of Edom: see Jeremiah 49:20, Obadiah 1:8, and cp. (apocryphal) book of Baruch 3:22. 

8. Dedan] a tribe descended from Abraham by his wife Keturah (Genesis 25:3), and dwelling SE. of Edom. They are bidden to keep well out of the way lest they should be involved in the overthrow of their neighbours: cp. Jeremiah 49:30. Esau] i.e. Edom.

9. Would they not leave some?] RM 'they will leave no,' etc. In Obadiah 1:6 the words are interrogative, but probably not so here. The enemy, under the simile of grapegatherers and of thieves, will bring about complete desolation. 

10. Secret places] retreats and fastnesses. 

11. The widows and orphans of the slain may, however, look to God's protection.

12. Whose judgment was not] RV 'to whom it pertained not.' If Israel itself has not escaped the cup of woe, how should Edom? 

16. Thy stern mountain fastnesses have persuaded thee thou art impregnable.

Rock] Heb. Selah, is probably an allusion to the precipice-protected town of that name (identical with Petra), the capital of Edom: see 2 Kings 14:7. 

17. A desolation] RV 'an astonishment.'

19. He] the enemy of Edom. Like a lion from the swelling of Jordan] see on Jeremiah 12:5. Against the habitation of the strong] RM 'unto the permanent pastures,' as the spot where a lion would be most likely to find his prey. But I will suddenly, etc.] RM 'for I will suddenly drive them away,' i.e. the Edomites. And who is a chosen man, that I may, etc.] RV 'and whoso is chosen' (viz. my servant Nebuchadnezzar) 'him will I,' etc. The time] RV 'a time.' God identifies Himself with His human agent for punishment. The reference is to the right of the plaintiff in a suit to appoint the time of trial. Who shall dare to claim such a right here? cp. Job 9:19. Who is that shepherd?] What ruler will attempt to defend his flock against Me? 

20. The least, etc.] RV 'They shall drag them away, even the little ones of the flock.' Edom shall be as helpless before the foe as sheep. 

21. Red sea] probably the Gulf of Akaba, to the S. of Edom, not the Gulf of Suez.

23-27. Concerning Damascus] The prophecy relates to Syria generally, of which this was the most important city.

23. On the sea] If with some Heb. MSS we read 'as' for 'on' it will refer to the hearts trouble-tossed by conquest. 

25. How is.. not left] i.e. how sad it is that the inhabitants, paralysed with fear, have not saved themselves by fleeing in time! 

27. Ben-hadad] Three kings of Damascus bore this name (1 Kings 15:18.; 1 Kings 20:1; 2 Kings 13:25).

28-33. Concerning Kedar. Kedar] see on Jeremiah 2:10. Hazor] perhaps in Arabia. 

30. Dwell deep] see on Jeremiah 49:8. 

31. Addressed to the invaders. Wealthy] RV 'that is at ease,' feeling secure against invasion. 

32. Corners] see on Jeremiah 9:26. 

33. Dragons] RV 'jackals.' 

34-39 Against Elam] RV 'concerning Elam,' a country to the E. of Chaldea. For the date, as compared with the other prophecies, see intro. to Jeremiah 46-49.

35. The bow] their chief weapon: cp. Isaiah 22:6. 

36. The four winds] i.e. invasion from all sides. 

39. See on Jeremiah 48:47.

50 Chapter 50 

Verses 1-46

The Fall of Babylon and the Restoration of Israel
The prophecy concerning Babylon is ascribed to Jeremiah in Jeremiah 51:59. This, however, need not mean more than that it represents the tone of Jeremiah's utterances as expanded by a follower, e.g. Baruch, at a later date. The reasons for doubting Jeremiah's authorship aro: (a) he elsewhere speaks in friendly terms of the Chaldeans; here their overthrow is predicted; (b) the style and words betray another writer; (c) the knowledge displayed of Babylonian matters is greater than could be expected of the prophet; (d) the Jews are in exile far away from Jerusalem (Jeremiah 50:4, Jeremiah 50:6, Jeremiah 50:17, Jeremiah 50:33) The prophecy was fulfilled when Babylon was taken by Cyrus or his general Gobryas (perhaps the Darius of Daniel) in 539 b.c., nearly 50 years after the fall of Jerusalem.

2. A standard] as the speediest way of calling attention to the news. Merodach] another name for Bel (Baal), the tutelary God of Babylon. 

3. Out of the north] referring to the Medo-Persian power. Media was NW. of Babylon.

4. The overthrow of their captors shall free the Jews. 

5. Thitherward] RM 'Heb. hitherward.'

8-16. The triumph of Babylon over Israel shall be avenged.

8. As the he goats] in joyful alacrity.

9. An assembly of great nations] see for some of them Jeremiah 51:27. Herodotus (vii. 61f.) says there were twenty-two. 

11. It is for exulting over Israel that Chaldea suffers. At grass] RV 'that treadeth out the corn.' The command in Deuteronomy 25:4 would have this effect. 

12. The hindermost, etc.] RV 'She (Babylon) shall be the hindermost,' etc. 

15. Given her hand] RV 'submitted herself,' surrendered. Foundalions] RV 'bulwarks.' Her walls are thrown down] not done by Cyrus, but (according to Herod, iii. 159) at the later capture by Darius.

16. They shall turn, etc.] The captives of other nations as well as of the Jews shall be released.

17-32. Babylon and her empire are doomed, while Israel shall be forgiven.

17. The lions] The sculptured winged lions (Assyrian and Babylonian) give the image a special point. Assyria had devoured the Ten Tribes, and now Babylon was crushing the feeble remnant of the people. Assyria had paid the penalty; so too shall Babylon. 

20. Reserve] RV 'leave as a remnant.'

21. Merathaim.. Pekod] Proper names bearing the significant senses of 'double-rebellion' and 'visitation,' alluding to Babylon.

23. Hammer] Babylon: cp. Jeremiah 51:20. Individuals at other times have borne this title; Judas Maccabæus for his victories over Syria; Charles Martel, grandfather of Charles the Great (Charlemagne), who conquered the Saracens in a decisive battle at Tours, 732a.d., and Edward I of England, on whose tomb at Westminster Abbey are the words, 'Scotorum Malleus,' or 'hammer of the Scots.'

27. Bullocks] i.e. her choice young warriors: cp. Jeremiah 48:15. 

28. The vengeance of his temple] the requital for having burnt it: cp. Jeremiah 51:11.

29. The Holy One of Israel] cp. Jeremiah 51:5, not elsewhere in this book, but characteristic of Isaiah.

33-40. Babylon shall be utterly laid waste.

34. Redeemer] Heb. Goel, the near kinsman, to whom belonged the duty of avenging a murder. So the Lord is about to avenge His people. 

36. Liars] rather, 'boasters.'

37. Mingled people] see on Jeremiah 25:20. 

38. Her waters] the many canals which drained and irrigated the country around Babylon: cp. Jeremiah 51:13.

Idols] Heb. 'terrors,' meaning their grotesque forms, such as winged bulls and humanheaded lions. 

39. The wild beasts of the islands] RV 'the wolves,' Heb. 'howling creatures.' Owls] RY 'ostriches.'

41-46. The enemy approaches and fulfils God's behests.

41-43. See on Jeremiah 6:22.

44-46. Adapted from Jeremiah 49:19-21.

51 Chapter 51 

Verses 1-64
1-14. The end of Babylon arrives.

1. See on Jeremiah 25:26. 

1, 2. The imagery is of the wind scattering the chaff on the threshingfloor. The wind and the fanners are the Medes (Jeremiah 51:11). 

3. Him that bendeth] i.e. his bow in defence of Babylon. Brigandine] coat of mail. 

5. See on Jeremiah 50:29. 

7. Babylon has been God's instrument in His vengeance on the nations. 

10. Hath brought forth our righteousness] has judged that the Jews' idolatry has been sufficiently punished, and that they are again to be treated as righteous.

11. The kings of the Medes] the leaders of the various tribes which together formed the nation: cp. Jeremiah 51:28. His temple] see on Jeremiah 50:28.

12. Upon] RV 'against.'

13. Many waters] see on Jeremiah 50:38. Covetousness] RM 'dishonest gain.'

14. Caterpillers] RV 'the cankerworm.'

15-19. The Creator of all things is the only true God. See on Jeremiah 10:13.

20-58. The fate appointed for Babylon.

20. My battle ax] Many commentators think that Babylon is meant, but as Babylon is in this passage not the instrument but the object of God's vengeance (Jeremiah 51:24-26), it seems more natural to regard Cyrus as indicated here. Will I break] rather, 'I break.'

25. O destroying mountain] The same phrase is used of the Mount of Olives (AV 'mount of corruption') in 2 Kings 23:13, as the scene of pernicious idolatry. Babylon here receives the title, as at once hurtful and conspicuous. Burnt] i.e. probably, burnt out, extinct.

27. Ararat, Minni, are districts of Armenia, and so probably was Ashchenaz. Minni is frequently mentioned in Assyrian inscriptions, the kings of Assyria having had to quell frequent revolts against their overlordship among its people. 

28. Prepare] lit. 'sanctify': so in Jeremiah 6:4; Jeremiah 22:7. His dominion] referring to the king of Media, who is to gather to the attack his tribes with their leaders: cp. Jeremiah 22:11.

31. Post] running messenger. At one end] RV 'on every quarter.'

32. Passages] with fords, or ferries. Reeds] RM 'marshes,' Heb. 'pools.' The reservoirs and pools around Babylon which prevented inundations shall disappear as completely as what is inflammable does by the action of fire. 

33. It is time to thresh her] RV 'at the time when it is trodden.' 

34f. Oppressed Israel speaks.

34. Dragon] here, 'sea-monster.' Delicates] dainties; here only used as a substantive in the Bible. 

36. Sea] a great lake, or reservoir, made by the Babylonish queen Nitocris.

Springs] RV 'fountain,' referring to the network of canals dug for commerce and irrigation. 

37. Dragons] RV 'jackals.'

39. While they are exulting and carousing, I will destroy them unawares. In their heat] when hot with wine.

41. Sheshach] see on Jeremiah 25:26. 

42. The sea] a figure for the invaders: cp. Jeremiah 51:55, Jeremiah 46:7.

44. Bel] see on Jeremiah 50:2. That which he hath swallowed up] the riches of the subjugated nations.

46. Lest] RV 'let not.' Rumour] the state of unrest preceding the final catastrophe: cp. Matthew 24:6, Matthew 24:7.

48. Shall sing for] RV 'shall sing for joy over.'

50. Ye that have escaped the sword] by being already in exile at Babylon. Afar off] RV 'from afar,' viz. Babylon.

51. The exiles have been scoffed at for worshipping a God who has not defended His Temple from sacrilege.

53. Allusion to the height of the walls or of the tower of Bel.

55. The great voice] the hum of the city's life. When her waves] RV 'and their waves,' the surging hostB that encompass the city: cp. Jeremiah 51:42.

58. Broad walls] They were 30 or 40 ft. wide: see Herod, i. 178.

And the people.. shall be weary] The labour expended on these splendid edifices will have been in vain.

59. Seraiah] brother of Baruch: see Jeremiah 32:12. Went with Zedekiah] Zedekiah's visit was probably an act of homage to Nebuchadnezzar, perhaps to allay suspicions caused by the communications between the former and neighbouring peoples: see on Jeremiah 27:3. Possibly, however, we should read 'from,' instead of 'with.'

A quiet prince] RV 'chief chamberlain,' mg. 'quarter-master,' who prepared for the king's reception at each halting-place on the journey.

61. And shalt see, and shaltread] RV 'then see that thou read,' so that the Jewish witnesses who heard could testify in after time to the prediction.

64. And they shall be weary] the last word (in Heb. but one) of the prophecy (see Jeremiah 51:58) with which the symbolic act is thus coupled.

Thus far, etc.] showing that Jeremiah 52 is by another hand.

52 Chapter 52 

Verses 1-34

Historical Appendix (probably by the compiler of the book)
This chapter is substantially the same as Jeremiah 39 (see notes there), but adds particulars relating to the Temple vessels (Jeremiah 52:17.), while omitting Nebuchadnezzar's charge as to Jeremiah's safety (Jeremiah 39:11.). Both accounts are probably based on that of 2 Kings 24:18 to 2 Kings 25:30.

1-11. Capture of the city. 

12-27. Subsequent severities. 

28-30. Nebuchadnezzar's deportations. 

31-34. Concluding notice of Jehoiachin. 

4. Nebuchadrezzar] see on Jeremiah 21:2.

6. Famine] described in detail in the 'Lamentations.'

7. Then the city was broken up] RV 'Then a breach was made in the city.'

9. Riblah] see on Jeremiah 39:5. 

11. He put out the eyes] see on Jeremiah 39:7. 

17f. See prefatory remarks.

18. Caldrons] RV 'pots,' for carrying away ashes after sacrificing. 

22. A chapiter] a capital. 

24. Zephaniah] see on Jeremiah 21:1.

25. The principal scribe of the host] RV 'the scribe of the captain of the host.'

28-30. This passage seems to have been taken by the compiler from a separate document. For seventh we should probably read 'seventeenth,' corresponding to Zedekiah's tenth year, while the siege was going on. Thus this captivity would consist chiefly of people from the country parts. The next, i.e. Nebuchadnezzar's eighteenth year, was that with which this chapter deals. Of the deportation of his three and twentieth year we have no other mention.

31. The seven and thirtieth year] 561 b.c. Evil-merodach] son of Nebuchadnezzar. Lifted up the head] released: cp. Genesis 40:13, Genesis 40:20.

32. The kings] captives kept at his court to commemorate his conquests.

33. He was admitted to the king's table.

